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Hsonal LLackground

James Robinson was the son of James Joseph
Robinson (senior) and Katherine ] Robinson.
James was most likely named after his father as
this was a popular thing to do at the time. His
last known address before leaving to go to war
was Killarney Bay, Waiau Pa, Putamohoe. He
was born in Auckland on the 13th October
1986 and was a British subject. His mother was
Irish and his father was a New Zealander.

As a boy, he joined the cadets and completed
military training in Manurewa. The Defence
Act 1909 made this compulsory for all boys
aged 12 and over. James enlisted in the army
when he was 20, he had blue eyes, brown hair,
normal eyesight and a healthy body. He was
considered fit for service on his medical form.
At the time he enlisted he was single, had no
children and no criminal record.

School cadets in the early 1900's



Education

James went to the Wairua Pa primary
school and then moved onto Sacred Heart
College in 1908 for his secondary
schooling.

He was at Sacred Heart for three years
from 1908-10. During this time he studied

towards and passed the Fourth

Educational Standard. Sacred Heart was

) .. Thi icture of his memorial at his old primar
located in Ponsonby at this time. It was a S & PCtre O Als MEmotiatat s o1d primarty
school, Wairua Pa

Roman Catholic school for boarders and

day students. It opened in 1903.

-

The first Sacred Heart School in Ponsonby

A Chemistry Class In 1912 At Sacred Heart College.



Ol Cefter SLeing Cellege

After leaving school he worked as
a farmer for his father on the
family homestead.

Little is known about the farm that the
Robinson's owned but there is a good chance

they either produced dairy or meat. The

Auckland Region for farming changed
dramatically in the early 1900's. Auckland City
thrived as dairy and grazing for meat expanded.

Meat and dairy produce were processed in
Auckland factories at Penrose and Otahuhu and
exported from its ports. This is close to where the

Robinson's lived.

Rural people like the Robinson's farmed
cows commercially but also kept house

cows from which they got their own milk
and also butter and cheese.

Transporting Cream



James Robinson enlisted in the army on
the 28th October 1916 to be part of the
23rd reinforcement.
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Form of attesiation of voluntary recruits and of men g (E.F. Form No. 2.
called up for scrvice under the Military Service Act, t’ﬁ‘
1316{,wig are willing to be attested in this manner. @ =

‘N

W ZEALAND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.
ATTESTATION FOR GENERAL SERVIGE.

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT TO FHE RECRUIT.

What is your name?

®

Where were you born ?

3. Are you a British subject?
4. What is the date of your birth? 6 W/f¢/
. 5 (ot /@M
5. What are the names of your parents? ... = ’";
* {Moth =

Fack
6. Where were your parents born? ... [
(Mother:
7. If they are of alien origin, when and where were they natural- 7, {Faher: — e
i (Mother: ==
8. How long have you been resident in New Zealand? ... A
(Father:

9 How long have your parents been resident in New Zealand? ...

10. What is your trade or calling?

11. Are you an indentured apprentice? If o, where, and to whom? 11.

i2. What was the address at which you last resided ?

13. Have you passed the Fourth Educational Standard or its
equivalent
14. What is the name and address of your present or last employer?

15. Are you single, married, widower, divorced, or legally separated
fo?

. divorced, or legally separated from your
wife, how many children under sixtcen years of age have

17. Ti single, how many persons are absolutely dependent on you?

18. Have you ever besu sentenced to,iuprisomnent by the Givi
power? i so, Wl re ?

19. Do you tow belong to any Military or Naval Foros? Tfso, to
what corps?

20. Have you ever served in any Military or Naval Force? If so,
state which and cause of discharge.

21. Have you traly stated the whole (if any) of your previous service ?

32. Haye you ever been medically examingd for service with the
New Zealand Exps ary Force? 1f so, when and where?

98: Have you ever bess registered for sompulsosy militacy training
under the Defence \cz 1909? If so, whe

24. Have you ever been rejected as unfit for the Military or Naval
Forces of the Crown? If so, on what grounds?

25. Are you willing to serve in_the New Zealand E
Force in or beyond the Dominion of New Zealand for the
duration of the present war with Germany and six months
thereafter, if your service is so |ou,, required ?

26. For which Reinforcement draft do you volunteer?
sot be granted Arm you return to New Zealand unless perwission for d

, do solemnly declare that the above answers made by me to the

{that 1 am willing to fulfil Ahe en.,auemem made. $
Signature of Reorust : ﬁMy/@% x
Signature of Witness

Qath, aken by Iiecruit on attestation.
e M ﬁ , do sincerely promise and swear that T will be faithful and bear

true gifgiance to otyRovereigd Lord the King, and t\n\n T il fuid hfally serve in the New Zealand Expeditionary Forces against
Hi ,.Jesu'seif s, and that T will loyally observe and obey all orders of the Generals aud Officers set over me, until I shall
be lawfully dischiarged. So help me, God.

Certificate of Attesting Oficer.
The above questions were read to the above-named recruit in my presence. I have taken care that he understands these
questions, and that his answer to each uuestlon/hé?gen duly entered. The said recruit has made and signed nhe declaration and

taken the oath ofallegiance before me, at___; (42734 28 , N.Z., on this & " . % - Gayol
ek / £ W 24 f’j“‘
Signature of Attes'ing Officer :

oﬂ}&d Vo maake 1 aud inigel the aiteration.
ey

Nors 1—if any alieration is required in the atestation, the Attesting Of

NOTE 2.—The recruit expresses a to enlist for_
(Brauch of service.)
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There is no record of where he trained
but there were many military training
camps set up around New Zealand. In
January 1916 New Zealand's biggest
army training camp opened in
Featherston and it was later in that year
that James did his training. Around
60,000 young men trained there for
service on European battlefields
between 1916 and 1918. It is likely that
this is where James went to.

Featherston Training Camp in 1916
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At the camp they trained infantry men, artillery
men, calvary and machine gunners. James was
in the 23rd reinforcement battalion which
would of meant he would of trained as a
infantry man.

The 16 week training programme began with
three weeks of recruits drill and physical
training at Trentham { another military camp}
followed by four weeks - mostly spent at
Featherston of drill, physical training, bayonet
fighting, elementary musketry, individual
training and elementary night training. Final
leave in the 9th and 1oth week was followed by
platoon and company drill, more night
operations, physical training, bayonet fighting
and advanced musketry.

12,

Drills helped install a soldierly spirit by
teaching the men to follow orders and act in

unison.

The main training grounds also had a number of
realistic Western Front trench networks which the
recruits used for practice. They also spent nights
away learning how to survive on their own.

Training at Featherston, 1917, New Zealand

I3



Ghe RONS Ruapehu

James left Wellington, New Zealand on the
vessel Ruapehu on 14th March 1917 and
arrived in Devonport, Devon in England on

215t May 1917.

Life on board the Ruapehu was very
crowded. The men tended to sleep on The Vessel Ruapehu 1916
the decks because it was too hot to sleep

anywhere else.

Soldiers Of The 23rd Reinforcement Laying Out Beds

On Board The Troopship Ruapehu In 1917
Soldiers Exercising On The Deck Of The Ruapehu 1917
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Corhival G England

When James arrived in England and was
awaiting transfer to the Western Front,
he was stationed at Sling Camp in
Wiltshire. The camp was used
throughout the war to train new
reinforcements and casualties who were
regaining fitness. The routines there were
very similar to the ones used in the New

Zealand camps.

He left for France a month
later on the 21st June 1917.

The 23rd Reinforcement Hat Badge
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Sling Camp, Wiltshire, England 1917

BAiery Focm 8105 ; Regimental Number 7223 §
o Cas: Form—ActIve SOI'VleQ

Rank..... ... Surname. 2 [ L2 RN ook Christian N;
Religion. .Age on Enlistment../...........

Inhsted(w{f/p /b Temsﬁbe‘\-@kﬂm

Date of p ion to present rank Date of

/57/5 %5
/5;/ El

Marched In 1st

A.LB Sling. This Is James' Record That Shows Where And

When He Was Transferred To Different Places. The
A.LB Stands For The Auckland Infantry Battalion.
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During the war James Joseph Robinson
only served in the Somme on the
Western Front.

At the front, James suffered influenza on
the 1rth July 1917, a virus more
commonly known as the 'flu’. He was
admitted to hospital on the 12th July and
discharged on the 15th July. At war
influenza could become very severe due
to the terrible hygiene.

James also suffered from measles and
was admitted again into hospital from
the 16th December 1916 and was
discharged on the 29th in the same
month. He would have spent Christmas
at hospital which would not have been
very good for his spirit.
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A Doctor Treating A Patient In A Base Hospital
In WW1
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Evolution of the front Line during the battle

)
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There is evidence that James might have had an -
.
issue with authority or tried to escape from the |
front. He was caught trespassing on the railway S " Ofamben
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A Map Showing The Somme And The Evolution Of The
James' Conduct Record Sheet Front Lines During March 1918
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e GFinal E3attle

James died on the 26th March 1918 in the Somme. He
arrived at the Cassel train station near the battlefield on
the evening of Sunday 24th March, led by Captain H.
R. Vercoe. The next day the soldiers made for a
divisional concentration point which was a small base.
While on the road they saw many refugees fleeing the
warfare with hardly anything to keep them warm. It
must have been very depressing for the soldiers to
witness. In the evening the men set up camp and made
final preparations for the days ahead.

A Portrait Of Captain H. R. Vercoe
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At midday of the 26th, most of the 1st and 2nd
Auckland Battalion men had made it to the
concentration point or small base. The New

Zealanders were ordered to reinforce a weak area of the
English front. The enemy, who had already discovered
this weak spot, were advancing kilometres forward. At
all costs the men had to close this gap. The leading
sections of the New Zealand Battalions were then
thrown into battle. The Hun advance guards were
eventually driven back.

The Battle In The Somme

23



e GFinal E3attle

The 15th and 16th companies, the 16th company being

James' company, then led an Auckland advance up the

Sere road. The enemy fire was intense and during this

time many New Zealand soldiers were killed. From the
sunken road to the enemy guns there was only a

hundred and twenty yards of open, gentle slope. As

darkness began to fall on the 26th, Captain Vercoe gave

the signal to the 16th Company to charge the enemy up
this small hill. This attack also resulted in a large

number of casualties.

Even though James died on this date, he still
made a contribution to the army and helped
in stopping the German advance which
would have had a positive impact on the
allies.

Wiy Fe Rest s Prace
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The Battle In The Somme

The German Advance
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srracem NI AR USUN F.G.ROBINSON

. J.W.RICHARDSON

G.w. lfonlhpopi

M.H.RICHARDSON H.D.ROBINSON
N.C.RICHARDSON H.S.ROBINSON

T.RICHMOND
B.A.RICHTER
G.E.RICKARD
J.G.RICKMAN
D.RIDDELL
J.RIDDELL
E.S.RIDDLE

J.RIDDLE
H.F.RIDER
A.RIDGERS

J.ROBINSON 22727
J.J.ROBINSON
J.ROBINSON 56027
N.R.ROBINSON
O.H.ROBINSON
R.C.I.ROBINSON
S.ROBINSON
T.S.ROBINSON
T.W.ROBINSON
V.W.ROBINSON
W.B.ROBINSON
W.H.M.ROBINSON
R.C.ROBSON

C.ROCH
" E.RODERICK
‘ J.C.RODGER

C.K.ROWLAND
J.B.ROWLAND

F.O.ROWLANDS
V.ROWLANDS
R.J.ROWSE
W.H.ROWSE
A.M.RUDD
T.RUDD
F.RUDDICK
E.O.RUDDOCK
W.D.RUDDOCK
J.RUHA
W.RUKINGI
A.G.RULE
C.W.RULE
J.RUNCIMAN
V.RURU

F.RUSDEN
G.C.RUSDEN
J.E.RUSH

James' name in the Hall Of Honour

The Medals James Won
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The Shrine For The Soldiers whom
served in WW1

The Weapon He May Have Used
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EBibliegraphy

WWWw.anzacs.net

www.nla.gov.au

www.nzhistory.net.nz

WWW.greatwar.org

www.worldwarr.com

www.digitalnz.org

http://www.ssmaritime.com/Ruapehu.htm
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/auckland-region/page-9
www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/featherston-camp
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Books:

Featherston Military Training Camp and the First World War 1915-27
By Tim Shoebridge

The New Zealand Division 1916-1919 A Popular History Based On Official

Records
By Col. H. Stewart

The Auckland Regiment N.Z.E.F 1914-1918
By Lieut. R. Judson, VC

Sergeant Samuel Forsyth, VC

Private J. Crighton, VC

Sacred Heart College Roll Of Honour

Magazines:

Our Grins 23rd Reinforcement Troopships-Ruapehu
Auckland Museum Resource Armoury
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