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75-year-old omission
soon to be remedled

A soldier who has been
missing ‘for 75 years is
about to come home.

Next summer Wanganui resi-
dents may be surprised to see
changes being made to Wanga-
nui’s World War I cenotaph in
Queen’s Park.

If the curious pause to see in
closer detail what is going on,
they will discover the name of a
Corporal Alfred Shakeshaft is
being added to the other names
on the roll of honour of Wanga-
nui's fallen.

Why next summer? Simple.
Stone is difficult to work while
cold.

In November, 1993, New Zea-
land commemorated the 75th
anniversary of Armistice Day.
Since 1918 there have been an-
nual parades and marches with
the haunting sound of the “Last
Post,” and the uttering of the
solemn words “we will remem-
ber them!”.

Now, as years have passed
even the servicemen that
served and returned from war
have, but for a handful, passed
on to join their dead comrades.

Forgotten

Over the 75 years, Cpl Alfred
Shakeshaft's name has been ab-
sent and forgotten from the
Wanganui cenotaph.

A Ron Jones, a genealogist
living in Auckland, discovered
that in St Mary’s churchyard at
Widnes, Lancashire, there was
once a gravestone, now des-
troyed along with other
memorials, that read ‘“20th
October 1917 Alfred son of the
above (Edmund Shakeshaft)
New Zealand Forces killed in
action. Aged 28 years”.

This soldier was the third
cousin, two generations re-
moved of Mr Jones, and the in-
scription started the in-depth
research both in New Zealand
and England.

Although born in Widnes, Cpl
Shakeshaft sailed to New Zea-
land well before 1914 and
settled in Wanganui, which be-
came his adopted city.

He took his civic duties seri-
ously and also obtained a job as
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A RON Jones finally found out through research what happened to missing soldier Cpl Alfred

a live-in barman at the Provin-
cial Hotel, working for W.R.
Tuck. Alfred may have obtained
this job because his father, Ed-
mund, and other family mem-
bers in Widnes were skilled
coopers by trade.

Cpl Shakeshaft even regis-
tered on the electoral roll.

Signed up

On Deccmbcr 20 1914, like
hundreds of other young men,
he decided to join up and found
himself at Trentham camp.
Here he signed his name to the
attestation form and became
Private Alfred Shakeshaft Reg.
number 10/1649, 1st Bn. of the
Wellington Infantry Regiment,
3rd reinforcement draft.

In February, 1915, he sailed to
the Suez and arrived in Egypton
March 27, 1915. By April 6 he
was on the way with his bat-
talion to France. On September
27, 1916, he was wounded and
suffered shell shock in action,
and found himself in hospital at
Etaples.

A month later, on November
1, he rejoined his battalion in the

Shakeshaft.

field and on Boxing Day, 1916,
was appointed lance corporal.
July 8, 1917, saw him promoted
again while in the field to corpo-
ral.

He was killed in action at
Passchendaele, Belgium, on
October 24, 1917, and lies in a
grave “known only to God”.

He did no great deeds, apart
from his duty. He died young,
never married, and never fully
enjoyed the country of his adop-
tion. g

He left behind a girl, Annie
Hill, of Wanganui. To her he left
his service medals.

While making inquiries, a
Wanganui family historian,
June James, informed Mr Jones
that there was no Shakeshaft
soldier recorded on the Wanga-
nui cenotaph.

Evidence
Mr Jones, surprised, contact-
ed the Wanganui District Coun-
cil, and after viewing the evi-
dence presented to them and
making their own investigation,
the council willingly agreed to

remedy the 75-year-old omis-
sion.

How the exclusion of Cpl
Shakeshaft's name came about
is unknown. It was not intention-
al and more than likely was the
result of not having any close
family nor relatives in the city
to check, or remind the authori-
ties responsible for the under-
taking.

Cpl Alfred Shakeshaft can
now rest in peace. Soon he will
be honoured, with his other
Wanganui mates, the men he
more than likely shared a joke
with and pulled a pint” for
while working in the bar of the
Provincial Hotel.

His time of remembrance has
now come, even if it is 75 years
late.

Annie Hill went to live in Ha-
taitai, Miramar, and then moved
to Newton, Wellington.

Mr Jones is trying to locate
any descendents or any Hill
family that may have a photo-
graph, or may even have the
three service medals awarded,
and other personal details of
this forgotten soldier.




