Extract from the HUNT Family history book detailing my grandmother Elsie Kate…
…..Prior to the War, Elsie was very friendly with Herbert Waghorn, known as “Wag”.  Wag was born in England and after coming to New Zealand he worked in the office of Dalgety and Company in Palmerston North.
When War broke out Wag was attached to the 6th Howitzer Battery.  He served with the New Zealand Artillery in France and won a reputation as an efficient soldier.  During the advance in Havicourt Woods through the Canal du Nord sector, he was driving in an artillery wagon team, when a shell burst in their midst (a wagon team consisted of four cavalry horses pulling each gun, two horses in the front and two in the back).  The front driver was killed as well as several horses and Wag lost both his legs.)  The rear driver escaped injury.
Their plight was noticed by an army padre in the Pioneer Battalion who saved Wag’s life by immediately attending to his wounds and having him removed to a dressing station.  He spent some months in the Walton on Thames Hospital recovering from his wounds……

I can verify the details of the wound from his army records, 
7.9.18 – wounded in action… 
He was then transferred to field hospitals, then 
12.9.18 to ROUEN where he had both legs amputated.
3.10.18 He was transferred to NZGH – Bathhurst
He returned to NZ and was discharge on 2.4.20 “no longer fit for war service on account of wounds received in action)
The extract continues…
During all this time Elsie was in close contact with the hospital and Wag’s family in England.  Elsie, as Wag’s fiancée, was given a privileged passage to be at his side and later married him before they finally left England to settle back in Palmerston North New Zealand……
On their return to Palmerston North … Wag resumed his employment with Dalgety and Company where he became assistant accountant.
Wag was a well-known figure in his invalid chair and was a keen follower of all sporting activities particularly football and cricket.  He was closely identified with the RSA club.  Despite the affliction he suffered with the loss of both legs Wag maintained a cheerful outlook and was very popular.  Wherever he was, Wag did his best to be independent.  He made good use of a walking stick, using its handle as a hook.  He apparently became an expert and never missed what he was aiming for!

Herbert was a very keen sportsman before his terrible injury and I have in my possession now a beautiful silver sugar shaker that he won playing Tennis.

The extract continues…
Early in 1928 health problems originating from his war injuries began to set in and by June of that year Wag was confined to bed.  Elsie cared for him throughout his confinement.  Wag died at the age of forty in November 1928 after nine years of married life, leaving Elsie with 2 young daughters aged eight and three. 
A military funeral was accorded Wag with a church service at All Saints Church, Palmerston North, where he was a regular attender, followed by the burial at the Soldier’s Cemetery*.   
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