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New Zealand Steel
Sponsorship

New Zealand Steel Limited has agreed to
cooperate with Auckland Museum in
sponsoring a major exhibition to be opened
in July this year

Te Aho Tapu: The Sacred Thread will be
the largest exhibition ever held to feature the
art of the Maori cloak, the art of Maori

The exhibition will display the

5 of Auckland Museum'’s
magnificent collection of Maori cloaks, the
finest collection of Maori cloaks in the world

New Zealand Steel's involvement has been
a major factor in the success of the
exhibition” said Museum Director Stuart
Park. “We could not have undertaken such a
arge scale project without their support

Te Aho Tapu will present 58 cloaks
showing the whole range of the Maori
weaver's art. Brilliant feather colours and
striking patterns feature on some of the
cloaks, while others show a much subtler
use of form and design. Te Aho Tapu has
been mounted by Auckland Museum to
complement the Auckland showing of Te
Maori. The treasures that were gathered
together for Te Maori, one third of them from
Auckland Museum's own collectior
constitute the most impressive exhibition of
Maori art ever assembled. Nonetheless
many people were disappointed that the
fragile nature of old woven garments meant
that examples of Maori textile art were
unable to be included in Te Maori. Te Aho
Tapu corrects the balance, ensuring that
that the textile arts of Maori women will
attract the attention they rightly deserve

A lavishly illustrated book is being
published by Reed Methuen ir
association with the Museum and New
Zealand Steel, to coincide with the
exhibition. The book has an informative text
by Mick Pendergrast of the Museum staff
and colour photographs by noted New
Zealand photographer Brian Brake. An
advisory panel of Maori weavers has
assisted Mr Pendergrast in the selection of
the cloaks and in the prepartion of the
catalogue, and the weavers will be giving
demonstrations of weaving during the
>xhibition, which will open on July 4th and
run through until February 1988

Museums Liaison
Officer

The new Museums' Liaison Officer at
Auckland Museum is Julie Catchpole. This
appointment follows former Liaison Officer
Sherry Reynolds’ appointment to the
position of Assistant Director

Ms Catchpole, 27, has been Registrar at the
Dowse Art Museum in Lower Hutt for the
past two years. The Dowse is a very active
museum with only a small staff. As registrar
therefore Julie has had to be involved in
many aspects of the work of that Museum
This experience will stand her in good stead
in tackling the many and varied aspects of
the work of the Museums' Liaison Service at
Auckland. She had previously worked at the
National Art Gallery in Wellington as
Registration Special Projects Officer for nine
months

Julie Catchpole has a Master of Arts degree
in Art History from the University of
Canterbury, and is currently a student for
the Diploma in Museum Studies of the Art
Galleries and Museums Association of New
Zealand

Julie took up her position at the beginning of
May. She will begin a period of
familiarisation with the museums of the
region which will involve visits to all of the
120 museums in the Liaison Service region

over the next several months. She will also
be developing her links with Auckland
Museum staff and others who will be able to
act as resource people for the smaller
museums of the region

Museum
Attendances

Auckland Museum was visited by 865,479
people during the year ended March 31st
1987. This represents an increase of more
than eight percent over the previous year
and an increase of nearly twelve percent
over the 1984-1985 year. Auckland Museum
is the most visited museum in the country

Our visitors include considerable numbers
of overseas visitors, coming to the Museum
as an introduction to the history, art and
culture of New Zealand, especially of its
Maori people, as well as to begin to explore
the natural history of Aotearoa. The Maori
performance group Te Waka Huia is an
important attraction to these visitors

However, if the Museum were only catering
to overseas visitors, it would be falling down
badly on the job. The greater proportion of
our visitors are New Zealanders, and
Aucklanders, seeking enjoyment anc
information from the Museum and its

displays. The Museum serves to allow these
New Zealanders a greater understanding of
the natural and cultural heritage of the world
around them. Come up to the Museum
especially on a wet Sunday afternoon th
winter, and you'll see what we mean

Can You Help?

During the showing of Te Aho Tapu, we
would like to operate a stand in the
exhibition, to offer for sale the book of Mick
Pendergrast and Brian Brake, and other
publications related to the exhibition and to
the Museum. To do this, we will need some
assistance from our members. Could you
give us a couple of hours, or half a day, now
and then, some time between July 4th and
September 10th? The actual times involved
can be of your choosing, between 10 arn
and 5 pm, and on any days of the week. If
you can help, please send the enclosed
reply sheet to Sherry Reynolds, the
Assistant Director, indicating when yot
might be free to help
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Te Maori
Attractions

Planning is well in hand for the range of
special exhibitions that will be shown at
Auckland Museum during the period that Te
Maori is being shown in Auckland — we
feature the list of activities elsewhere in the
News.

The principal attraction will be Te Aho
Tapu: the Sacred Thread, an exhibition of
Auckland Museum's magnificent collection
of Maori cloaks. As we mention elsewhere
major sponsorship has been provided by
New Zealand Steel, whose involvement has
been an important factor in the success of
the exhibition

Maori Art Today is a multi media
presentation of work by a wide range of
contemporary Maori artists, organised with
the support of the Maori and South Pacific
Arts Council. Maori Art Today has been
shown in each of the centres where Te Maori
has appeared, and Auckland Museum is

sed to be able to extend its normal
sphere of activities by playing host to the
exhibition in Auckland

The Maori Carvers group of MASPAC will be
holding an exhibition of contemproary
carving in the Museum, and carvers will be
present throughout the duration of Te Maori
to demonstrate their skills to Museum
visitors

Whakaahua is an exhibition of photographs
of Maori people of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, drawn from the
extensive collection of the Museum Library
Many of the photographs have never before
been exhibited or published. Museum
Library and Ethnology staff have selected
the images, and Virginia Bennett from the
Display Department is coordinating the
production of the exhibition prints and the
associated catalogue

This very busy schedule of exhibitions is
designed to complement Te Maori, by
showing kinds of taonga that are not
represented in it. The Museum has been
careful not to try to compete with Te Maori,
especially since a third of the objects in that
exhibition are from Auckland Museum's own
collections. Rather we plan to augment the
considerable interest in things Maori which
will be evident in Auckland during Te Maori
time

Council Elections

As we mentioned in our last News, elections
have been under way to find several new
representatives of local authorities on the
Council of the Auckland Institute and
Museum. Three newly elected
representatives took office at the March
meeting of Council, and we are pleased to
welcome them

Jim Lawrence is a former Mayor of Waiuku
and a serving Councillor of that Borough. He
Is currently President of the Waiuku
Historical Society, and much involved with
the Waiuku Museum. He has wide historical
and museum interests. He represents
Franklin County, and Pukekohe, Tuakau and
Waiuku Boroughs on the Museum Council

Peter McConnell is a Mount Roskill Borough
Councillor, and represents Mt Roskill. Mt
Eden and Onehunga Boroughs on the

The Sacred Thread

TRADITIONAL MAORI WEAVING

Council. He is a language teacher at
Auckland Grammar School and a part-time
lecturer at Auckland University, who speaks
seven languages. He has a keen interest in
other cultures, local history and education

Tom Smith is a second term Devonport
Borough Councillor, who represents the
Cities of Birkenhead and East Coast Bays
and the Boroughs of Devonport and
Northcote. He is a designer, with a career in
advertising, marketing, art and design. He
has a long association with the Devonport
Museum as an active Committee Member
and former President

Four sitting Councillors of the Auckland
Institute and Museum Council were returned
to Council at the election

Harry Bioletti represents Warkworth on the
Rodney County Council, and since 1984
has represented Rodney and Waiheke
Counties and Helensville Borough on the
Auckland Institute and Museum Council. He
S a secondary school teacher with a deep
interest in public and local body affairs. Mr
Bioletti is a past President of the Warkworth
and District Museum and a member of the
Returned Services Association

lan McKinlay is an Ellerslie Borough
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Councillor, who has been on the Museum
Council since 1981, representing Tamaki
City and Ellerslie, Newmarket and One Tree
Hill Boroughs. Mr McKinlay is Associate
Head Master of Auckland Grammar School
and has also been involved in adult
education at A.T.I. and Penrose High
School. In his work he has been closely
involved in the use of the Museum in
education

Colleen McMurchy-Pilkington begins her
second term on the Auckland Institute and
Museum Council. She is a Papatoetoe City
Councillor, who reprsents Howick Borough
and Papakura and Papatoetoe City
Councils on the Museum Council. She is
Senior Teacher at Yendarra School in Otara
and is keenly interested in multicultural
education

Alice Wylie is the Deputy Mayor of Mt Albert
and represents that City as well as Glen
Eden, Henderson and New Lynn Boroughs
She is a trustee of the Auckland Savings
Bank, and is involved in a wide variety of
community organisations. She is deeply
concerned with the preservation of our
history and environemnt. Mrs Wylie has
been a member of the Auckland Institute
and Museum Council since 1973
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AUCKLAND MUSEUM
MAJOR ATTRACTIONS DURING THE AUCKLAND
SHOWING OF TE MAORI

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS

TE AHO TAPU: THE SACRED THREAD g 0 4
July 5th 1987 until February 1988 ¢

A major exhibition of Maori textile art, the art of Maori women. Over fifty
magnificent cloaks and garments from Auckland Museum's world
ranking collection. Presented with the support of New Zealand Steel
Ltd. The book of the exhibition, Te Aho Tapu, is published in
association with Reed Methuen

MAORI ART TODAY
July 5th to August 16th 1987

o ¥EBE

A survey of contemporary Maori art, showing the work of New
Zealand's leading Maori artists in painting, sculpture, and ceramics
Organised with the support of the Maori and South Pacific Arts
Council

WHAKAAHUA
July 5th 1987 until February 1988

A photographic record of Maori life in Northern New Zealand from the
1860s until the 1930s. The photographs are drawn from the Museum
Library’s extensive collection, and many of them have never been
previously exhibited. lllustrated catalogue available

TE OHONGA: THE AWAKENING

June 27th to September 10th 1987 Maori family, detail of photograph by Bill Beattie
in Whakaahua.

An exhibition of contemporary Maori carving and sculpture in wood
bone and stone. The carvers of the Maori and South Pacific Arts
Council present a survey of recent developments in the art of Maori
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Crafts Directory

The Applied Arts Department staff, acting
curator Justine Olsen and her assistant
Darien Mansfield have recently begun to
compile an index of New Zealand
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working in the Applied Arts field. Itis
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Fun with Flax: 50 projects for beginners.

Auckland War Memorial Museum was erected in the Auckland Domain in
1929 and extended in 1960 as the Memorial to those from Auckland Province
who died in two World Wars. It is administered by the Auckland Institute and
Museum. whose origins go back to the first Auckland Museum of 1852
Auckland Museum News is issued free to members of the Institute and
Museum. a group of friends and supporters of the Museum
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