~ |Auckland
—War Memorial N E W
Museum

Auckland Institute and Museum

Private Bag, Auckland. Phone (09) 30-443 Number thirteen
Registered at Post Office Headquarters
ISSN 0111-2252 March 1983

Will You
Volunteer?

nteer guide

What Is a
Docent,




Maintaining the
Museum

One of the initial aims of the News was to
introduce to Members some of the Museum
staff and describe their activities at the
Museum. In recent issues this aim has fallen
a little by the wayside, but we reinstate it
here by allowing one of the lesser known and
frequently unsung members of staff to
describe in his own words the part he plays
at the Museum. Harold Rowe ('Harry') is our
Maintenance Man, and came to the Museum
after obtaining the necessary experience by
working in a variety of capacities, including
that of merchant seaman and Canadian
lumberjack interspersed with occasional
appearances as Father Christmas at
Auckland's Downtown. Harry writes

The Museum is the only place | know where
there seem to be only three hours in the day

| start at 8 am, not with a ‘Good Morning' but
with a ‘Harry! The toilet's leaking’ or ‘there's
a light out in my office’ or it's a lock jammed
or a key broken. To be a maintenance man
at the Museum one has to be carpenter,
plumber and electrician, as well as part-time
burglar to get through some of the doors
You also need to be a marathon walker — |
will never know how many miles |'ve
tramped through the halls, rools, catacombs
and endless flights of stair: imb. If | were
to add up the heights of a
climbed to replace countl
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Mount Everest
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down on

‘The Museum staff never know where to find
me, so they wait until lunc
had a social visit for a lunchlime chat ye!
There's a knock on the door and a "Hello
Harry so that's another lunch hour gone

"I would be the scruffiest looking bloke in the
place. Clean overalls at 8 amon a Monday,
and by 9 am you'd think I'd put them on last
year. | find | get on well with the other staff,
especially if you've got a sense of humour
whether it's unblocking a toilet, helping some
visitor 1o start their car or undoing a door
when keys have been left inside

Mot only does Harry have a sense of humour
(much appreciated at siaff social occasions)
but his ingenuity has to be seen 1o be
believed. He recently retrieved a tennis ball
that was blocking a really inaccessible
down-pipe by lowering a vacuum cdleaner
down on a length of rope until the nozzle
sucked up the offending article and he could
h t out. Without Harry and his

farious skills, the Museumn would
somet dtoa plete halt. Next
you're in the Museum and see a man
h overalls that he seems to have been
ing since last year, say hello to him —
that'll be Harry, our Maintenance Man

Maori Gallery
Roof

As members will be aware from earlier
Issues of the News, a major redevelopment
of the Maori displays at the Museum is
underway. Members who attended the
reception for the Governor General and Lady
Beattie had an opportunity 1o examine the
plans for this development as they stand at
present, as well as to examine progress so
far. The most notable alteration to date has
been the renovation and modification to the
i the central Maori Court. When work in
the area was first considered, it was
discovered that the roof required
nsiderable maintenance work to
50 years of wind and w
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Fanny
Osborne’s
Flower
Paintings

With this issue of the News you will receive
notice of a special offer from Heinemann
Publishers. The flower paintings of Fanny
Osborme of Great Barrier Island are one of
the treasures of the Botany Department of
the Museum. Former Curalor of the
Department, and Honorary Botanist Jeanne
Goulding has assembled a remarkable
collection of 48 of the finest of Fanny
Osborne’s paintings, from both the
Museum’s collection and those held
privately. Jeanne Goulding has written an
introduction to the paintings and to the life of
Fanny Osborne and her paintings. The book
is sure to have considerable appeal to all
lovers of native plants and flower paintings

By special arrangement with the publishers
an embossed slipcase edition is being
produced for Members of the Institute and
Museum exclusively. Also included will be a
handnumbered print of one of the
illustrations to be published. No more than
250 copies will be available, and only the
number ordered will be produced: no copies
of this special edition will be available to the
general public.
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Tryphena Post Office, Great Barrier Island,
1892. A Winkelmann photograph from the

This book is commended to Members of the
Institute and Museum as being of
considerable interest, and this particular
edition especially so. The publishers are to
donate 10% of their income from this special
edition to the Auckland Institute and
Museum for botanical purposes.

Museum Library, used in Jeanne Goulding's
D00k

Because of delays in the production of this
issue of the News (for which your editor
must take responsibility) the closing date for
this special offer has been extended to April
15 1983, from the end of March date shown
in the notice. Members who are considering
purchasing a copy can see colour ‘proofs’ of
the book on display in the Museum Library
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Auckland War Memorial Museum was erected in the Auckland Domain in
1929 and extended in 1960 as the Memorial to those from Auckland Province
who died in two World Wars. It is administered by the Auckland Institute and .
Museum, whose origins go back to the first Auckland Museum of 1852. ¥
Auckland Museum News is issued free 1o members of the Institute and #
Museum, a group of friends and supporters of the Museum.




