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Another Year

been ¢

Te Waka Huia

Something museums a ys endeavour to Visitors are lcomed in the Museum
portray in their displays of the culture of any galleries, and are then invited into the
f people is precisely that the Auditorium for a performance of song and
inanimate objects e made and loved dance. An admission fee is charged for the
and used by living people. This is especially performance in the Auditorium though the
important when the descendants of those activities in the museum galleries are not
who made them are part of the iety ir harged for, since it is a public place. The
which we live. So th pleasure that we ew venture was launched recently with a
have omed the Maori cultural group Te ecial performance for the Minister of
Waka Huia into the Museum, to give their Maori Affairs, the Honourable Koro \
twice daily performances of Maori song > SPC [ s pleasure at seeing
1 the Museum, and at the
1 Maori group had taken the

ori language tutor Ngag ) undertake such a tourist

n the first prize in the Nationa
ompetitions at Labour nd The re nse from Museum visitors has
on d'etre. / this year. A smaller group of members of L stic, no doubt because of the
py New Ye: that club has been formed to perforrr very high standards of the performers. Bring
professionally in the Museum. The group is your friends and visitors along tc >a
being supported initially by a grant from the pe ce you don't have to go to
Maori Initiatives Fund, but they hope to Rotorua to see a Maori concert party
become self supporting before very long

promotior




Members’ Field
Trip

In the last News we advised of the first field
trip we have arranged for members. Forty
members and friends joined President
Sheila Weight and staff members Stuart
Park, Nigel Prickett and Sherry Reynolds on
amost enjoyable and enlightening trip to
sites of the opening stages of the first
Waikato War of 1863. All those present
valued the opportunity to see these sites on
the ground, and hear Nigel's cogent
explanations of the engagements which
linked them. Many of the party had driven
past these sites for years, without knowing
they were there many are within sight of
the Highway 1

The response to the announcement of the
field trip was overwhelming, and we filled
our bus from the mail on the first day after
the News arrived in members' letterboxes
This was encouraging for us, but inevitably
disappointing for those who missed out
We're sorry, but rest assured that the

h of the response means that there

strenc

will be further opportunities. We canvassed
those who did attend on the types of trips
they would like to have arranged for
members, and we have a wide ranging list

Some of the trips are quite ambitious
involving several da

Sydney and elsewhere. The subject

s and even trips to

cover
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t comprehensive book
istrating the Museum's collections. their
strength and diversity was launched by

Museum President Sheila Weiaht

An Introduction to Auckland Museum is a
wonderful new full colour book about the
treasures of the Auckland Museum. It has

170 colour photographs by
nternationally renowned New Zeala
photographer Brian Brake, with Lau Wai
Man. Brian Brake has already
photographed Maori and Pacific objects
from this Museum for the book Art of the
Pacific and for publications associated with
Te Maori.

ove

In this new book, however, Brian has turned

y
f

oo

f Auckland Museum, from the decorative
) natural history and military histor

IS was a new experience for him, the
results of which are quite magnificent. Witt
N Informative text and captions by Museum
Director Stuart Park, this 60 page book
story and
development of New Zealand's largest
iseum. Included are Auckland Museum's
outstanding collections Maori and Pacific
artand culture, New Zealand, Asian and
European decorative arts and crafts, natural
history and military and maritime history

lescribes and illustrates the

We are confident that this book will be very
popular with all those who know and love
Auckland Museum and its collections. Its
appeal will be to Aucklander and visitor
alike, and it makes a splendid gift or
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Stan Brooker

The death occurred recently of one of the
Museum's Honorary Life Members. Mr

S.G. Brooker was elected to Life
Membership in 1943. He was elected to
Council as a representative of the Members
in 1954, and serv

continuously on Council

in various capacities until 1982. Stan was Mj}\;f{” arpeted
President from 1964-1966, Vice President e
from 1966-1976, and member
representative again from 1

recognitio

6-1982. Ir
outstanding

to the Museum, Stan was elected to

Honorary Life Membership in 1982

Meanwhile, there
r astern en
> by the

now cl

of his long an

developed ir

entitled Nga Iwi)

Stan's contribution to the Museum did not

stop there. He was a long serving volunteer
assist

ant in the Museum Library, and ar

enthusiastic volunteer guide. He
represented the Museum in many Roya
Society activities, being a Co | member
of the Royal Society of New Zealand fror
1954-1966. He edited the journal of the

Australian and New

the Advancement of Scier

Professor Cambie and Muse

ooper he produced ar
handbook on medicinal plan
n 1961, and collaborated wit
n a beautifully illustrated

by Heinemanns more recen

Stan Brooker had a long involvement i

mistry in industry, especially in the field
of edible fats ¢

was an Honorary

and an Honorary Fellow of the

1 Institute of Food £

Chemi

cience and

Technology

Stan Brooker's cheeful, helpful presence

his endless store of jokes and his strong but
quiet support will long be remembered at
Auckland Museum

souvenir of Auckland for your overseas
guests. Already copies have made their way
s far as Sweden, as well as the United
States, Great Britain and Australia

An Introduction to Auckland Museum is

available now from the Museum Shop, at
$14.95, inclusive of GST
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Still Developing

Nga Mahi, the first stage of Auckland
Museum'’s Maori display development was
officially opened in August, as we
mentioned in the last News. The display is
proving very popular, though it's not yet in
its absolutely finished state. For that we
must await the completion of the New
Zealand tour of Te Maori, and the return to
Auckland Museum of a number of extremely
important taonga which have been on loan
to the exhibition. The Doubtless Bay canoe
prow and stern carvings are represented in
the “Early Art” section of Nga Mahi by
photographs only. Similarly, a full size
photographic replica substitutes for the
front of the pataka (storehouse) Te Potaka
from Te Kaha in the Bay of Plenty. These
carvings are a major focus of the whole
gallery since they are perhaps the finest
examples of Maori stone tool carving in
existence

While it will be late 1987 before the many
treasures in Te Maori return to Auckland
Museum, redevelopment work proceeds in
other areas of our Maori displays. The large
pataka Te Puawai o Te Arawa has recently
been turned to create a large open space in
the central Maori Gallery, directly in front of
both the house Hotunui and the prow of the
repositioned war canoe Te Toki a Tapiri.
This space has already been used to
advantage by the Maori performance
group, mentioned elsewhere in this issue
After some more carpentry and

refurbishing, and the installation of some
further displays, the central Maori Gallery
will be carpeted and completed by July
1987

Meanwhile, there has been a lot of change
n the eastern end of the gallery. Rendered
obsolete by the displays on Nga Mahi, this
section is now closed to the public. Before it
s redeveloped in its final form (tentatively
entitled Nga Iwi), it is being put to other

uses. At present it has become a repository
for the Museum'’s reserve collection of Maori

carvings, while a mezzanine is installed in
the Maori carving store to improve storage
and access conditions there. When the

carvings are moved back into the renovated

store early in 1987, the display gallery will
be readied for Te Aho Tapu (“The Sacred
Thread"). This will be a major exhibition of
Maori cloaks and weaving, to coincide with
and complement the showing of Te Maori.
This will be a busy period for the Museum
since we will also be showing the major
touring exhibition Maori Art Today, and an
exhibition of nineteenth and early twentieth
century photographs of the Maori

Our photograph shows a section of the
closed off gallery, with the carvings
temporarily stored in it

Breast ornament from Papua
New Guinea, one of the many
fine examples of beadwork

Museum's

mer

om 20
December until 1 February

1987,

Presidents’ Tea

As readers will know, Sheila Wei
took office as the President of the
Insititute and Muse Mrs Weig
imber of plans and ideas she want
erm of office, and

mplement during her
yme of them she has alre
on

y made a star

One of her first acts was to honour her

[ eSSors dent N informal

but very pleasant function held in the
Weight

Museum Council Roon
entertained five past Presidents of the
Auckland Institute and Museum with the
wives, to afternoon tea. Mr
oinec r husband Peter
Emerit araham Turbott, ar
Stuart Park

ight was also

Dy

Stan Brooker had died only a few
s earlier, and Lt. Col. Hughes was
o attend. It was however a most

unable
notable gathering of past Presidents, a day
on which probably the greatest number of
Presidents of the Auckland Institute and

Museum has ever gathered in the Muse
Present were Mr J.H. Rose (President 1
1961) and Mrs Rose, Mr G.W. Frater (1973
1976) and Mrs Frater, Dr J.D. Atkinsor
(1976-1980), Dr R.H.L. Ferguson (1980
1983) and Mrs Ferguson, and Mr R.E
Thomas (1983-1986) and Mrs Thomas




Papal Visit

Auckland Domain avery busy place in

late November, as preparations were made

for the visit by Pope
Preparations included the Museum, which
or the international P
5, and was also used by television and

police staff. The Museum opened at 9am
and clc 1 at 2.30pm, the varied hours
being arranged to cater for the crowds
while allowing the building to be made

>cure before the start of the Mass in the
Domain

The Maori carving of the Madonna and
Child wh 2atured in Nga Mat

the Fellowship of the Ro!
Zealand. We're delighted to
ttainments, and her mu
v Auckland no doubt, being recognised t
um hs th bpointment. Congratulations Janet
stant Director. The Museum
been concerned >ngthen
rative area of the Museum'’s
work by appointing a full ti
tor. Unlike former
I, Bob Coor
appointee will n:
specif uties within a curatoria
rtment of t um. Rather the
istant Director will assist the Director in
the day to day management of the Museum
and strengthen the museolog 1l aspe
the Museum's ende I re sorry
about that word, museological, but it's re.
the only one there is!)

( jratulations 50 due to another ¢
member. Merle Williams, our Accounts
Clerk, was elected to the Mount Eden
Borough Council at the local authority
elec tions in ‘Vt“” T’\""“I"“

Mount Eden residents on the staff
Councillor liams, so gue

calling about that stray dog or no
Congratulations N\

Once again, the
University students
summer holidays. There a jht students
this year, in spite of a reduced Labour
Department : for the scheme
The position was ertised in October, and 3 ss th a wide variety of
attracted a strong response from 1l museum departments
throughout New aland and as y > WOork for us in a similar
Council's appointements committee has apacity before. We're very pleased to have

eral times to conduct interviews and C ¥ es \r
consider the best appointment to
recommend to Council. This News is being
written before Council has made the
appointment, though an announcement will

bt have en made before you read

will tel u about the appointee ir

ruiting staff in New Zealand museur
often involv stealir staff from othe
museun
the profexs re very ple
earlier this year to be able to “steal” Ro
Neich fro > National Museum to take
appointment as Ethnologist here. This
s heightene tly howeve
f our
poaching, ¢ ner staff member of
Aucklanc seum had returned to the
n by taking up Roger's
lington

1S training new entré

on the ¢ uckland
Museum, serving here from 1966 until 1979
Janet has been living in Dunedin continuing
riting and research, but will move to
t p her appointment in
[ land Janet has
been awarded a Doctorate in Science, and

Auckland War Memorial Museum was erected in the Auckland Domain in

1929 and extended in 1960 as the Memorial to those from Auckland Province

who died in two World Wars. It is administered by the Auckland Institute and
Museum. whose origins go back to the first Auckland Museum of 1852 e
Auckland Museum News is issued free to members of the Institute and
Museum. a group of friends and supporters of the Museum

from the Pe
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Icome to His Holiness
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