
OUR SOLDIER BOYS in SOUTH AFRICA 
  

12 March 1900 - Poverty Bay Herald 

 

 

 

 
GISBORNE’S 3

RD
 ROUGH RIDERS 

W E Langford; J Poynter; J A B Phelps; P Gordon; R 

Richardson;  Gordon Johnstone; Graham Johnstone; A 

W Fowlds; M Pickett; A Woods. 

 

 
Gisborne’s 4

th
 Contingent 



 
Gisborne’s 4th NZ Contingent   

Mr Rogers, Mr Barton, Mr Bruce, A Bruce, F Walker, Mr Arthur, 

Mr Bougen, Mr Packman, Mr Sharp, Mr Langham, Mr 

Whitehead, Mr Fraser, Mr Davidson, Mr Gannon, Mr Burch, 

with Mr James Carroll 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Gisborne’s members of the 7

th
 Contingent 

J Hanlon, C J Denny , T F Carlyle, N Law,  
P W Teesdale, W Parker, W L Cato, D Buckley,  

E A Guilford, T R Porter

 

 
23 Mar 1900 - THE GISBORNE 4

TH
 CONTINGENT:  

A SEVERE RIDING TEST HAD TO BE PASSED BEFORE VOLUNTEERS WERE ACCEPTED FOR THE 2
ND

 S.A. BOER WAR 

http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/exec/dbtwpub.dll?AC=SEE_ALSO&QF0=Subjects&QI0==%22Denny,+C+J%22&XC=/dbtw-wpd/exec/dbtwpub.dll&BU=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aucklandcity.govt.nz%2Fdbtw-wpd%2FHeritageImages%2Findex.htm&TN=heritageimages&SN=AUTO6633&SE=1893&RN=0&MR=20&TR=0&TX=1000&ES=0&CS=1&XP=&RF=HIOReport&EF=&DF=HIORecord&RL=0&EL=0&DL=0&NP=2&ID=&MF=WPEngMsg.ini&MQ=&TI=0&DT=&ST=0&IR=87363&NR=1&NB=0&SV=0&SS=1&BG=&FG=&QS=index&OEX=ISO-8859-1&OEH=ISO-8859-1


 
27 Feb 1900 - Scene at the departure of the ‘Knight Templae’ from Lyttleton with 3

rd
 NZ Contingent 

 

 

COOK MEMORIAL. 
Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXXII, Issue 10467, 
20 September 1905, Page 3 

 

 

  



 

 

 
As it was in 1906  

Captain Cook Memorial at Kaiti Beach with silver plague of SA Boer War 
Soldiers 

As it is today  
The Cook Memorial at its site on 

route to Kaiti Beach. The war 
veterans’ plague was removed 

In September 1905 the list of volunteers from Gisborne who served in the S A Boer War from 1899 to 1902 was 

prepared at the request of the Mayor by Major McCredie and it was proposed that the names be engraved on a silver 

tablet to be attached to the Cook Memorial which was then sited at the Kaiti Beach frontage. There was national 

outcry of the “Memorial Folly” having the War Veterans’ names on the Captain Cook Memorial.  All forgetting that 

money raised for the monument also was given by those who supported the Plague to Honour the S A Boer War 

Soldiers & Volunteers 
 

Their names were then engraved on Marble 

Plaques that was affixed to the Gisborne Band 

Rotunda down by the banks of the Turanganui 

River opposite the War Memorial 

 

May 1912 

 

 

 

 
 

However, these marble plaques were again removed 

and shifted to their present site that now sits on the 

exterior wall of the RSA building in Childers Road, 

Gisborne 

 
 



  

 
I have been told by “history experts” of today that this memorial has not been shifted, something that I find 

hard to believe as the beach is in easy reach of this memorial back in 1906.  It was sited here so that it was 

always in site of the white cliffs of ‘Young-Nick’s Head’.   Not so to-day.  All you can see today when looking 

towards the sea is buildings and logs and there must have been an awful lot of land-fill done for those 

buildings to be on their present sites 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



A Story about my Great Grandfather HERBERT HENRY FAIRLIE 

 

HERBERT HENRY FAIRLIE emigrated to NZ from Scotland in Oct 

1886 arriving in Auckland on the “Helen Denny” from Glasgow.  He 

then travelled on to Gisborne where his brothers, James and Edward 

had already settled.  He takes up work shepherding for Mr A C Arthur, 

firstly on his block known as “Sandy Hills” in the 

Matawhero/Bushmere area and then he shepherded for him on his 

Tokomaru Bay property.  Here he meets and married in 1889, Peti 

Pahewa, eldest daughter of the local Vicar, Rev. Matiaha Pahewa & 

his wife Hera Marokau.   

 

Herbert had had previous 

military experience when he 

with his brother Edward 

enlisted as volunteers in the 

Monatoba 91
st

 Infantry 

Regiment and fought in the 

Metris Rebellion for which 

they received the North  

West Canada Medal in  

1885. 

 

 

7 Feb 1900 – Herbert Henry Fairlie received his clearance from the Volunteer Office, Gisborne to enrol as a 

member of the Rough Riders Contingent of the NZ Mounted Rifles.  He was bound for Capetown, South 

Africa on the ship “ss Undaunted”.     

 

 
The Third and Fourth 
Contingents were essentially 

paid for by private 
contributions. The Third aka the 
New Zealand Roughriders 
selected from 2,000 picked 
riders and shots. Together with 
the Fourth New Zealand 
Contingent, the Third were 
known as the ‘Rough Riders’ 

due to their numbers consisting 
of citizens who were naturally 
good marksmen and riders as 
opposed to trained Volunteers. 
 
The total public subscription 
amount to $50,000, each centre 
providing its quota of men. 
Canterbury 104, Westland 10, 
Westport 6, Wanganui 56, 
Hawke's Bay 47, Gisborne 10, 
and Hawera and Taranaki 18.  
The main body of the 3

rd
 

Contingent of the Rough Riders 
left Lyttleton on the 17

th
 Feb 

1900 on the ship s.s. “Knight 
Templar”. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conductor H H FAIRLIE 
S A Boer War Volunteer 

 Assistant to the Veterinarian and Charge of the 

Horses (Remounts) for the NZ Mounted Rifles 

“Rough Riders Contingent” 

 



January 1900  

THE MAORILAND ROUGH RIDERS 

 

 

20 Feb 1900 - The ship arrived at Lyttleton  

 
 

22 Feb 1900 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 Feb 1900 - THE REMOUNTS 

 

 

 

27 Feb 1900 – the SS Undaunted departed from 

Lyttleton Port, Christchurch for Durban, South Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28 February 1900 - Star  

  
 



Saturday, 7 Apr 1900 - The “Undaunted” arrived at 

Durban SA, All was well. 

30 May 1900 - Poverty Bay Herald  

 

31 May 1900 - Poverty Bay Herald 

 

 

 



 
Written by H H Fairlie 

 
April 1900 

 

 
 

 
Unloading of horses at Port Elizabeth 

 

The Horses were then required to travel from Cape-
town to an encampment about 5 miles in from 
Bloemfontein which is a distance of 1,000 km. 
 
Henry H FAIRLIE joined up with the 1

ST
 BATTALION 

OF THE CONNAUGHT RANGERS 
 
About the middle of April 1900 the Connaught Rangers’ 
battalion, along with the Border Regiment and 2nd 
Dublins, came round to Cape Colony, Major General 
Hart remaining as brigadier, and the place of the 
Inniskillings being taken by the Somerset Light Infantry. 
The brigade having assisted to relieve Wepener, was 
railed to the Transvaal western border, and the greater 
part of it marched east with Sir Archibald Hunter, 
whose task it was to give the Mafeking relief column a 
clear start and thereafter occupy the towns in the 
Western Transvaal. 
  
At the end of November 1900 Major General 
Macdonald was in command of a strong force in the 
Aliwal North district, which included this battalion and, 
temporarily, the 1st Suffolk. In this neighbourhood the 
battalion remained till about the close of the war. They 
were frequently engaged. 
 

 
SPECIAL PASS for Fairley (Fairlie) & Shilver to proceed to 

Burghersdorp (near Aliwal North) for the evening, signed by 
Lieut. J L J (James Lionel Joyce) Conry of 1

st
 /The Connaught 

Rangers.  
  

In the latter half of June the Connaught Rangers 
and Border Regiment were at Irene, east of the 
Pretoria-Johannesburg line, where they were placed 
under Colonel Mahon, just returned from his brilliant 
relief of Mafeking. 
 



 
 

H H FAIRLIE received his discharge from the 1
st
  

Battalion of The Connaught Rangers dated 4
th
 July 

1901 and his pass to travel to Port Elizabeth to return 
to New Zealand 
 

 
 

23 Aug 1901 - Henry H Fairlie arrived at Wellington, 
NZ on the ship, “Whakatane”. 
 

 

14 Sept 1901 – Poverty Bay Herald 

 
 

 
Henry Herbert FAIRLIE 

Was awarded the Queen’s South African Boer War 
Medal – 1900-1901 

On the outer edge of this medal is inscribed with  
“CONDR: H H FAIRLIE. REMOUNT DEPT”  

 
New Zealander’s protested against the Imperial Remounts 

provided in S.A. 

 
NZ HORSES sent for Lord Roberts, S A Boer War 

 



 

 

 
  


