
JAMES BENJAMIN MORTEN POYNTER 
 

 
8 Sept 1874 – James Benjamin Morton 
POYNTER was born in Poverty Bay.  His is the 
son of James Benjamin Poynter and Maraea 
Morete. 
 
Maraea Morete, also known as Maria Morris, is 
said to have been born on 24 July 1844 at 
Whakaari, near Tangoio, Hawke's Bay, although 
she may have been born at Waikokopu, Mahia. 
She was the eldest child of Puihi and William 
Morris. Puihi was a woman of mana of Te 
Aitanga-a-Mahaki, the people of the Turanga 
plain, inland from Poverty Bay 

 
Maraea Morete of Te Aitanga-a-Mahaki is seen with 

her son James Benjamin Poynter 

 
15 Feb 1900 - James B Poynter enlisted for the 
SA War’s 3

rd
 Contingent at Napier aged 26 yrs 

25 June 1901 – J B Poynter returned to NZ on the 
SS Whakatane. 
 
1901 – Married Mary Harlicone Forsythe in Napier 
They had 1 son & 3 daughters 
 
1903 – Joined the 9

th
 Regt of the Wellington EC 

Mounted Rifles 
 
3 Aug 1911 INSTRUCTIONAL CAMP 

 
 
1903 – 1915 – Active service in the Wellington 
East Coast Mounted Rifles  
 
1915 - Awarded the NZ Territorial Service Medal 
for Long & Efficient Service (12 Years & 193 
Days)   
 
24 June 1916 – James B Poynter # 28044 - 
enlisted in England for the NZ Pioneer Battalion  
 
19 July 1916 
Mr JAMES B POYNTER of Gisborne, who was 
unable to get into the R.F.C., is going to join the N 
Z forces in France, and hopes to be with the 
Pioneers on service within a fortnight.. 

1916 – Saw service in France with the NZ Pioneer 
Battalion & the 3

rd
 Wellington Infantry 9

th
 Coy – 

promoted to Lance Corporal during this time  

5 January 1917 – J B Poynter is reported to be 
wounded and has been admitted to hospital 
 

 

 



5 Dec 1917 

 

18 Mar 1918 – BACK FROM THE WAR 

 
 

1918 – 1919 – Joined the 7
th
 Regt of the 

Wellington E C Mounted Rifles 
 
10 January 1919 
PROMOTIONS, RESIGNATIONS AND 
TRANSFERS. N.Z. Staff Corps 
Lieutenant James B Poynter to be Captain, 
under the provisions of paragraph 111. General 
Regulations, 1913: (October 1, 1918). 
 
1919 – 1927 a member of the Reserve of Officers  
 
1926 - Awarded the NZ Territorial Service Medal 
for Long & Efficient Service  
 
10 Oct 1932 – Captain J B Poynter was awarded 
the Colonial Auxiliary Long Services Medal  
 
4 Feb 1937 – Captain James B Poynter retired 
from the NZ Military Forces due to his death. 
 
JAS.B.POYNTER, beloved husband of Mary 
H.POYNTER, died 4 February 1937. He was a 
South African & Great War Veteran.  He is buried 
in the Ormond Cemetery near Gisborne 

 

 

 

 

 


