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THE SEVENTH CONTINGENY,

¥our Gisborne members of the famous
Seventh Contingent arriverl })y %lm'_‘s.s.
Omapere this morning, namely, Farriers
Breitllguu (Patutuhi), amdf ‘T-, R. Parker
(Gisborne), and Troopers; Neesdale tand
Taylor. The returned contingenters were
met at the wharf by Lieut. Lewis 'ja,nd
Sergt. Wakelin (of the [Gisborue ngif:s)
and’ given a hearty welcome home. Yhe
novelty of welcoming back our soldier
lads has perhaps worn off by now, bul it
is as well not to forget that the Seventh
Contingent is New Zealaud's last contui-
bution to the British' army in South
Africa which has taken part in the whr.
Not only is the Seventh the last to take
an active share in the struggle, but it is
generally admitted that they are the most
renowned of all New Zealand's contin-
Special interest attaches therefore 4o

Gisborne  members  of the doughty
Seventh, whose galiant stand ab Bothas-
berg have given them the premier place
among the roll of colonial coutingents,
In order to get an account of the Bothas-
berg engagement fuller than the meagre

troopers on the subject.

uight of the engairement were included in
Culonel Gurratt’s column, which ineluded

the Queensland. Imperial Bushmen, and
about 300 of the Munster Fusiliers, the
Jatter being infantry. On either side
were other British columns operating in

rthe drive.  The full brunt of the attack

fell on the left wing of the New Zealan-
ders, which was composed of the Can-
terbury, Otago, and supplementary com-

piniies. The Gisborne boys were, at- |
tuched to the right wing, and had a good |

opportunity of witnessing the fght.  Ad-

jutant Clark placed the right wing and

Licutenant (Adjutant) |, Hickey the left

wing. It was dull and dark that, night
i February when the Boers made their

great dash b the British lines driving
before them their infurinted cattle. They

drove the cattle on to the right wing for

1 start, but diverged on to the Jeft which
H?h‘ey struck at with all their foree iy the

Botha was in wcommand, and it wus esti-
»ted from “the captures made after

-

the home-coming of the quartette &f

description  cabled, a, representative of
the HERALD interviewed the returning

Trooper Teesdule i reply to questions

suid that the New Zealunders on the

o0 of the Sevénth Contingent, 200 of

wild endeavor to find an opening, Manie

UL Uates Lnan e cattle numbered
28,000.  Raifi lad been fulling - shortly
-before the attack, and everything was
suitable for the midnight dash.”  The men
on the right wing heard the cattle bel-
fowing abmltﬂ two hot-= hefore the blow
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| was_struck but they were not sure at
'1']:eaﬂl_11:umt the attiuck was to be made,
Golonkl Garratt was m charge of  the
mounted men, with Colonel Portey direct-
g the New Zealunders, The attacl
commenced at 10,30 p-m., the left wing
of the New Zealundops. being brought into
action at midnight. % This part of the
Contingent were staticved in a cully at
the time, extending up i the side of u
' Kopje, and practically in front of the ye.
mainder of the columy,. The cattle were
uob driven right on to tle New Zealan-
ders.  If this Lad happened they wonld
weyitably  have beey overwhelmed, and
e § Boers have gob clean through, ‘The
Boeges eame up under coyer of the herd of
beasits, leading their horses, bavefooted, it
Vit %stutcd afterwards.  The fipst outpost
scapbed, but the second one was eaptured,
Dhacittack was then developed with fury.
The men on the right were only two hup.
dru(ﬁ. yards away, but ng Boers reached
vheir lines, They were aroused at 10
o'clock by the nojse of the cattle, and
were kept going unti] the following night.
Nothing could be seen distinetly  except,
vhe flashing of the rifies ias volleys were
fired from the trenches, The cattle were
heing driven by Kaffirs, who were chant-
ng all the time,  The Boers were also
ccompaunied by theip women, who had
frarge of the waggons, and who were also
iging in their own tongue a song, the
arden of whicl was tle prophecy that
Be British will never eross the Taal.”
Ple right wing were busily employed
.1.1'J'Liug the cattle driven on the line,
t‘;‘I'lu:. auxiety of the men was frightful,”
8 Trooper Teesdale. "We did not
1al'w what momwent we would he  af-

’i'iﬁ'r. and the suspense was unbearable
Sle of the men weni inte hospital ove
(¥strain.  They broke dowy altoge
HE and a number of the lefi wing wh
Wi unwounded went inte huspital fo
reg Out of the 400 New Zealander
withad left Harrismith a short tim
bek, only 200 were fig for duty afte
111;u%1ighh I will never forget jt. 1
wihe first fight at such close fuar
terglthongh we hag many brushes pre
vioy.  Ounly fourteen Roers wepe found
the st being carried awiy, aceording
to {r cusiom, as the Boers never leav:
theifead on the feld. Of those wel
knovin Gishorne, Beyt Russell, whe
was led, had about eighteen wounds,
Ted ilds was also wounded. Ted was
soon right and out on eolumn, Lien.
teuaTorsythe was shot i the  head,
1 The ers formed 5 half-moon after get-
ting ough the first outpost. The other
pustere afraid to fire, owing to the
lkelod of shooting  heir own mei.
Efitd not been for- e Black Wataeh
gl . -




il their front

g”the 1ysh,
20t th 1erh.
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a body. Slhughtered
e lying in all direc-
dled  and  bridled.
r rifles were found,
the British weapons,
¥ experienced in get-

About 200 . got

r Tecsdale said the
b was one uf con-
the Transvaal and
Five days was
e i any lown be-
were received, ex-
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GISBORNE BOYS AT THE FRONT.
MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES.

_ Stafl-Sergeant-Major Tom Porter, writ- |
ing to a friend here from Standerton on!
:]u_na 19th, gives the foldowing interest-
ing particulars of our hoys: at the front, |
with the Seventh Contingent : — _
“Standerton, Transvaal, June 19th.— |
Just a few lines to let you know how the
war is progressing, No far nothing of
any importance has been done by the
Seventh, but the grit is here. There is/
only one fault with the men, that is, they
are too eager for the fray, too daring, |
m fact, when in gction. Of course you
know we are under command of Colonel
Gray, who we -nicknamed Fighting
Grey. He was in the ’96 Jame-

g e oene ol the other columns, whe
) y i good many mor
would have god, through, = They
cassisted the New Zealanders
That is why so few

1rd, sented  a fearful seens
ies, Wiy little dyains, 11u‘:{|tuilzk
wh 4 earth piled up about, 1
".‘:'\]Il'!]tllil', and not afford-
tion,  were filled with
u_l_ men. Numbers  of
[ving with the British,
perate the struggle had
wed that the order had
the Beers charged for
enches to fix bayonets,
tanders had. left them
o much  trouble  to
t counsidered that the
ve been much use, as
eager to get through,

gon raid, and I aum npow on his
-staff as stoff-sergeant-major of the
Intelligence Departinent in command of
the helisgraph section. @ The column
only numbers about 3000 men of all
ranks now—expect to get more. The
pater is in command of the New Zea-
landers, and he has the artillery and
pom-pam gups.. He was in action the
other day for the third time since we
have been here. He was in the advance
guard of the convoy, and the Boers tried
very hard to prevent the convoy {rom
advancing, and made a fierce attack from
the front, and not long after another
troop of Boers attacked the rear, so we
got about four hours of good solid fight-
wg, and the Gisborne boys proved them-
selves the best men of theday. We kill-
ed between 20 and 30 Boers. Two of
our fellows were wounded and one killed.
Five Queenslanders were wounded, and
we buried one; several Liorses were shot.
Of the Qisborne men, J. Hone Waaka
{Johnny Walker) was recommended for
the Distinguished Service medal for brav-
ery, and Denny, Teesdale and Cato are
&{ly mentioned in despatches, and also
Willy Parker and Carlyle. All of these
of the latest relection were very cool
action. Not a word out of them. They
simply fire away, and laugh and talk just
8 if mpthing happened, and told me
afterwards, “What a grand sport fight-
ing is,” and I had to admit it was a good
sport, as long as a man didn't happen
to catch a stray pill.  Robert and Ray-
mond, my two brothers, came in to_get
remounts. 'They were with General Plu-
mer's oolumun.  Their horses weré shot
away from under them, and they were
nearly ambushed. They are transferred
to us, and also younﬁ‘ Law. of Gishorne,
is coming to us. ommy Trotter got
fired on the other day by the Queens-
landers, who mistook him for & Boer.-
Three or four of the Gisborne fellows have
been picked out as scouts. Sergeant Col-
lett, the man killed, was alongside of me.
He re-engaged from the Fourth Con-
tingent. I forgot to mention young A.
Qannon. He took my place as divisional
sergeaut ‘as soon as bhe was put on thel
staff. Very funny—he was out scouting |
1he other day with a couple of fellows]
wamed Corporals Matthews and Hard- |
rave, the latter a Taranaki rep. foot- |
ler. As they passed over a spruit, or
hole, in which the Boers were 1n hiding.
They up like a shot and cnvereci them
with their rifies, and sang out; '‘Hands
up.” Gampon fired a shot. but missed,
and they held u their hands, and
everything was taken from them, four
miles from the camp, snd they had to
walk back. The Boers left their mouney
with them, so it wasn't bad.”







