THE SEVENTH CONTINGENT.

23 Feb 1901
LOCAL QUOTA ORDERED TO LEAVE
BY SUNDAY'S BOAT.

Shortly after 5 o'clock last evening
Major McCredie received a telegram from
Colnuel Porter at Napier asking that the
quota of men be selected according to the
standard, and that they be forwarded to
Wellington by Sunday’s -steamer; from
Napier they are to take the train and go
overland.  The men are subject tofinal
acceptance in Wellington. The telegram
mertioned only seven men as the quota,
although Major McCredie had been assur-
ed the previous day that ten men would
be {aken from this district, he recognising
that they would be more likely to get
suitable, hardy troopers from a bush dis-
trict like this than from among the dwel-
lers in the towns, where the quotas are
larger. The short notice given for the
despatch of the Gisborne section of the
contingent is very unreasonable. Some
of the applicants live as far away as
Tokomaru, their applications baving been
in hand since the departure of the Sixth
Contingent, and, supposing they leit
their homes immediately on, receipt of
Major McCredie's message last night, they
could not get into town before late to-
-night, and will have to undergo inspec-
tion on Sunday. The candidates are noti-
fied that they must attend at the Drill-
shed this evening to receive instructions,
and to-morrow morning, at Captain Tuck-
er's paddock, they will be tested in
field exercises by Major McCredie and
Captain Winter. _

Following is the complete list of appli-
cants for the Gisborne section of the
Seventh' Contingent, with particulars . of
weight, measurements, service: -

R. S. Breingan, age 20, height 5ft 94in,
weight 11.3, service Gisborne Rifles; J.
A. Bruce {Tokomaru), 25, 5ft 113in, 34}in
(chest} ; Daniel Buckley, @3 years, 5.8,
12.1, chest 393in; Alex. Cameron, 29,
6ft-lin, 12.5, chest 39, Gisborne Rifles; T.
F. Carlyle, 22 years, 5ft 1ljin, 12.3,
chest 394in; W. L. Cato, 24 years, 5ft
9in, 10.4, chest 36in; M. F. Colling, 27
years, 5ft 10in, chest 38in, 11.8; Archie
B. Curtis, 5ft 94in, 24 years, chest 37}in ;
Geo.. Darling, 26 years, 5ft 9yin, 11.10,
chest 38, thre¢ years H.M.S. Wolverine;
Matthew Dwyer, 26 years, 5ft Tin, chest
3Tn, 11.2; E. D. Guilford, 23 years,
5ft Tin, chest 37, 11.2; Thomas Hamil-
ton, 21 years, bft B8jin, chest J564in,
10.11; J. Hanlon, 25 years, bft Biin,
11.7, chest 38in; Jones, 20, 5ft 9in, 11.0,
chest 35in; Ernest N. Law, 20 years
4 months, "6ft 114in, 11.0, chest &7in;
W. J. Lindegar, 28 years, 9.10, 5ft Tin,
chest 35in; James Lloyd, 21 years, bft

84in, chest 344in; Frank McCabe, 25
ears, bft 6in, 11.3, chest, 394in; Harry
.{Iu-rt;i-n, 21 years, bft Tim, chest 34lin;
T. W. Martin, 23 years, 5ft 6in, chest
56in; Robert Maynard, 32 years, bft
Tin, chest 37in, 11.0; Percy W. Teesdale,
23 years, 5ft 9in, chest 374, 11.0 (two
years Bruce Volunteers and in Milton
Cadets); William Parker, -20 years, bit
74in, 10.4, chest 36in (Gisborne Rifles);
James Roller Parker, 22 years, 5ft 9in,
11.10, chest 39in; Elias Partridge, 21
years, 5ft 64in, 9.10, chest 36in; T. R.
“Porter, 32 years, 12.0, 5ft 94in, chest
39in (service five years New Zealand Per-
manent Artillery, thres years N.8B.W.
Artillery, and sergeant-signal instructor
in “Limelight” Heliograph, big and small
flags, ete., six montis Cuban Light In-
fantry, instructor 1893, Béchuanaland Po-
lice, 1874 to 1896, in fighting Mashona-
land, Matabeleland; - taken prisoner at
Kru ersdlg"]p a8 one of Jameson's raiders).

Jol ph Taylor, 21 . years, 5ft 9in,
chest 36in, 1lst 6lb. Service Blenheim
Cadets. o .

25 Feb 1901 - Poverty Bay Herald
DESPATCH OF THE GISBORNI

SECTION.
‘ Tucker's paddock presented an animat
ed appearance yesterday morning.  The

aspirauts for places in the Seventh Con-
tingent weve then put through their tests
by Major McCredie. A fine body of
men they were, too. From a physical
point of view they presented a fine ap-
pearauce, and on the faces of most «f
them was most indelibly stamped the
impress of a determination which should
see them through anything. Some of
the candidates cerlainly looked striking-
ly youthful, but there was about them all
unmistakeable evidence of true grit. They
were all fairly well mounnted, too, and
with one or, two exceptions sat their
horses as if born ‘there.  The exceptions
were, however, somewhat noticeable, and
}Jru\?ided the crowd with an opportunity
or rough-and-ready judgment that was
freely expressed in good-natured banter.
and the antics of onme or two candidates
when it came to hurdle work, furnished
an excuse for more than one hearty
laugh. - The preliminary work left the
men on very even terms. But the stiff
jump that was set the men was only ne-
gotialed by about three of them,
young Jones taking it in the best and



cleanest style. Some of the horses had
probably never seen a jump before. At
any rate, they showed decided ignorance
as to how to get over, and a moast pro-
nounced unwillingness to try. The capers
of one or two of the men were in conge-
quence a trifle more than undigpified.
One, for instance, raced his horse at the
jump as®if the performance were a matter
of life and death, and as soon as his horse
neared the obstacle, strong arms and
stout reins did all they could to spoil
whalever intention the mount had of
jumping.  Another, with a most pained
expression, gave his horse o check just
be?m'e the fence was reached, and forgot
nbout the horse stopping, continuing his
progress till he landed about midway -up
the animal's neck. And he was notabove
embracing the horse most affectionately
(il he got back again to the “pigskin.”
But he passed. The jumping,~though,
was .not much of a” test. Some of the
'best hunters in the district were a_mgyg
the mounts, and they absolulely refuse

'to look at the jump. The jumping over,
the men were still on sufficiently even
'terms to make their separation a matter
of extreme difficulty.. They were . again
‘paced round the paddock, and the selee-
tion finally made was: C. J. Denny and
' Percy Teesdale (passed for Sixth Contin-
gent), E. D. Guilford, Daniel Buckley,
F T. Carlyle, N. Law, William Parker,
T. H. Porter, J. Hanlon, and William
J.. Cato. John R. Taylor and Elias
Partridge were selected as emergency men.
After the men had lunched;, they went
under Major McCredie and’ the Troopers
Johnstone to Dr Hughes, all getting
through this portion of the examination
with the most satisfactory results. Short-
ness of time precluded the possibility of
shooting tests. Why the men were so
hurriedfy despatched no one seems: to
know.  Major McCredie had uo. ex-
planation to offer.

At about a quarter to five the men as-
sembléd at the Drillshed and formed up,
and were meachéd to Primrose and Les.
lie’s ‘corner, where it had been intimated
that the Reyv. Canon Webb, of Holy
Trmity Church; wished to see the men.
He there presented the men with a copy
each of the New Testament as a parting
gift, following up the practice he had
observed in connection with the ‘mem-
bers of the other contingent. His "good
wishes, and the form of his recognition
of the departure of the men, were much
appreciated, and will doubtless serve to
keep the kindly pastor in their warmest
reccliections. of “home.” - The City Band,
uncer Bandmaster Morrison, here. joined
them and. led the march with the pat-
riotic ““Red, White, and Blue.” A

crowd quickly gathered, and the march;
a8 it turned the’ Post Office corner, into
Read’s quay, presented a fairly imposing
spectacle.  The strains of the music
changed to the even more effective and
appropriate  “When you're goin’ 'awa/,
Jamie.” Arrived at the wharf, the men;
broke'up, and while the Band filed on_%o,
and took up positions on, the Wuihi, took
their , final farewells. - This occupied
some time, and finally: got- on the nerves
of Sergeant-Mujor Finn, stho was ' in
charge of the ]I:artj'.: “Come" on there,
iou men,” he shouted from the gangway
ead. “You ought to have heen here half
an' hour ago.”  Btill the men lingered.
“Come cn,” again' called the irate Ser-
geani-Major; “come on.  Hurry up,
there. You cankissthem when you come
back,” » sally at which those - in the
inmediate neighborliood did not forget to
laugh. - All on-board, the telephone bell
rang, and. the * order was given ‘“easy
ahead.” As the Waihi with her comple-
ment swang out into mid-stream cheer-
ing, hearty and prolonged, rang out from
the dense and enthusiastic crowd onthe
wharf. ~ These were answered by the
no less hearty cheering of the “boys”
on board, and over all floated ther strains
of “Auld Lang Sype,” pealed out with
fecling by the members of the. Band.
The Waihi had a fairly rough passage out,
the southerly wind heaping the waters
up sufficiently to expose the vessel's screw
repealedly.  Consequently, the- trip did
LOS pProve a.ngr too pleasant for a number
of those on Loard = The transhipping to
cthe Te Anau was fairly exciting, butwas
accomplished in sufety, and with com-
mendable desjateh.  The men were lined
npon the lee-side, umidships, and Majur
McCredie aelivered the following parting
remarks . “Now, men, I want, befare
ieaving you, to say that you will he an-
der the chkarge of Sergeant-Major IMinn
as far as Napier. He will see you -z ‘ely
on board the train for Wellington in the
morning, and then I have appolnted
Trooper T. R Porter as acling sergeant
to take charge of you from ?Napier to
‘Wellington. © He will receive the des-
patches from Sergeant-Major Finn- at Nu-
pier and carry them on, and deliver them
to the officer commanding the district,
frem whom lie will take his orders for all
future operations. . In saying  good-bye
to vou, boys, I don’t wish to inflict any-
thieg like a lecture on you regarding dis-
cipline. You are all in a fair way fo
learn that In saying good-bye I feal
quite sure that e and all of you will
matntain 2qually the rights of our grund
Empire with (hose who have gone before,
and I an quite satisfied that nome . of



you will do anything that will tarnish
the good old British flag. I hope nothing
will happen to any of you, and that you
will all return after a good experience to
receive the warm welcome of those whom
you leave behind, and who now heartily
wish you ‘God-speed.’” The last good-
byes were quickly said. The Waili’s
whistle sounded, and amid hearty cheers,
the waving of haydkerchiefs, and- the
band playing “Auld Lang Syne,” the
shore contingent left “our %oys" to start
on their great mission. '

29 July 1901 - Poverty Bay Herald
GISBORNE BOYS AT THE FRONT. |

MENTIONED IN DESFATCHES.
_ Stafl-Sergeant-Major Tom Porter, writ- |
ing to a friend here from Standerion on'!
June 1S8th, gives the folowing interest-
ing particulars of our boys: at the front |
with the Seventh Contingent : — .

“Standerton, Transvaal, June 19th.— |
Just a few lines to let you know how the
war is progressing. So far nothing of
any importance has been dome by the
Seventh, but the grit is here. There is
ouly one fault with the men, that is, they
are too eager for the fray, too daring, |
m fact, when in gction. Of course you
know we are under command of Colonel
Gray, who we nicknamed Fighting
Grey. He was in the 96 Jame-
gon raid, and 1 am now on his
-staff as staff-sergeant-major of the
Intelligence Departinent in command of
the heliovgraph section. @ The column
only numbers about 3000 men of all
ranks now—expect to get more. The
pater i8 in command of the New Zea-
landers, and be has the artillery and
pom-pam guns.. He was in action the
other day for the third time since we
' have been here. He was in the advance
guard of the comvoy, and the Boers tried
very hard tc prevent the convoy from
advancing, and made a fierce attack from
the front, and not long after another
troop of Boers attacked the rear, so we
got about four hours of good solid fight-
ing, and the Gisborne boys proved them-
selves the best men of theday. We kill-
ed between 20 and 30 Boers. Two of
our fellows were wounded and one killed.
Five Queenslanders were wounded, and
we buried one; several horses were shot.
Of the Gisborne men, J. Hone Waaka
{Johnny Walker) was recommended for
the Distinguished Service medal for brav-
ery, and Denny, Teesdale and Cato are
&lrly mentioned in despatches, and also
Willy Parker and Carlyle. All of these
of the latest selection were very cool in
action. Not a word out of them. They
simply fire away, and langh a:[ld]t&kl\k just

a8 if mpthing happened, and told me
afterwards, “What a grand sport fight-
ing is,” and I had to admit it was a good
, as long as o man didn't happen
to catch a stray pill.  Rohert and Ray-
mond, my two brothers, came in to geb
remounts. 'They were with General Plu-
mer's column.  Their horses were shot
away from under them, and they were
nearly ambushed. They are transferred
to us, and also youn;ir‘ Law. of Gishorne,
is coming lo us. ommy Trotter got
" fired on the other day by the Queens-
landers, who mistock him for « Boer.-
Three or four of the Gisborne fellows have
been picked out as scouts. Sergeant Col-
lett, the man killed, was alongside of me.
He re-engaged from the Fourth Con-
tingent. I forgot to mention young A.
Gannon. He took my piace as divisional
sergeant ‘as soon as he was put on 'fhe,
staff. Very funny—he was out scouting |
1he other day with a couple of fellows/
yamed Corperals Matthews and Hard- %
rave, the laiter a Taranaki rep. foot- |
ler. As they passed over a spruit, or
hole, in which the Boers were 1o 1_udmg'
They up like a shot and covered them
with their rifles, and sang out; Eands
up.”  Gappon fired @ shot, but missed,
and they bheld up their hands, and
everything was taken from them, four
miles from the camp, and they had to
walk back. The Boers left ‘t'hen' mouey
with them, so it wasn't bad.

23 Nov 1901 — Poverty Bay Herald

TWO GISBORNE TROOPERS
WOUNDED.
. WELLINGTON, this day.

The Premier received advice of the.
following casualties under ‘date Novem-
ber  21: t Frank Fittingal,
Seventh Contingent, dangercusly wounded
ay Fordwand on October 19; Corporal
John Denny, Gisbhorne, severely wounded,
and E. G. W. Parker, Gisborne, shightly
wounded.

A cable message received by the Gov-
ernment makes it clear that Nathaniel
Paterson, of~ the Beventh Contingent,
whose death was anmounced earlier in
the week, was formerly a resident of
Inglewood, where he held a lieutenant's
commission in the local Rifles Corps.

{Trooper Charles John Denny, aged
29, went from Gisborne with the Seventh
Contingent. He wus surveying at Whata-
tatu before he enlisted. nﬁis mother,
Mrs Denny, resides at Bergh Aplon
Manor, Norwich, E . There were
two Parkers who went from Gisborne
with the Seventh Contingent. One, who
enrolled as William Parker, was the son
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of Mrs Parker, of the Masonic Hotel
The other was J. R. Parker, of the
Riverside road. The cable refers to the
former o1 the two.]

Corporal C. Denny was severely woun-
ded, and Private E. G. Parker slightly
wounded at Pondwaria. All belong to
the Beventh New Zealand Contingent.
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15 January 1902 -

The ten men for the supplementary list
for the Seventh Contingent, now serving
in South Africa, were selected last even-
ing, and are as follows :—Arthur Boyd,
age 21,  height 5ft 84in, chest 354in,
weight 1lst; William Brown, 20, 5ft
94in, 36in, 1llst 4lb; Kenneth Campbell,
25, 5ft Tin, 36in, 10st 2lb; William
Cooper, 23, bit 10in, 38in, 1lst 10ib;
Thomas Dalton, 20, 5ft T4in, 374in, 1lst
2lb; Henry Humirey, 27. 5it Biim 39in,
11st 10lb; William Morris, 21, 5ft-8iin,
38in, 11st: Richard Pascoe, 30, bft Bjin,
374in, 1lst 2lb; James Ryan, 19, 5t
64in, 37in, 10st 6lb ; Charles Williamson,
20, 5ft 9kin, 364in, 11st 6lb.

6 Feb 1902

Auother small quota of  Gisborne con-
tingenters returned by the Zealandia this
morning, being Troopers Cook and Hum-
frey, of the Seventh and Ninth Countin-
gents, and Troopers K. and A. Camp-
hell, of the Eighth and Tenth Contin-
gents. The two former arrived back in
the colony by the Orient, and the latter
by the Britapmic. Questioned as to the
time they had had one of the quartette
informed us that it had not been so bad.
They had had various experiences, and
had seen many places, and some of them
had taken part 1 the lust of the driving.
The return in the troopship was the
worst part of all, the Orient, for instance,
huving 400 over her limit. The men were
sleeping in hammocks swung in all quar-
ters, and many members not so fortunate
bunked down on tables.  In fact, unless
the sight was seen, one could not fma-
gine the overcrowding of the ship. There
had been many complaints made about
the food, bub this had been generally
good, considering the circumstances. Oe-
casionally it was nob of the best, bub
there are always some men who have a
gricvance. The steamer ifself was a fine,
fast passenger mail boat, and nothing
could be said against her.  The Orient,
men bad been gquarantined at Soames’
Islund, and were all suffering from sore
arme through vaceination,

22 May 1902 - RETURNING SOLDIERS

The following New Zealanders returned
from South Africa by the Tulune last
evening :  Surgeon-Captain Gabites, Cap-
tuin  Glasgow, Lieutenant Keane, Ser-
geants Leech, Williams, Porter, Fen-
wick, Corporals McKay, Turbies, Den-
ny, Privates King, Henley, Gillon, Bos-
worth, Cowie, White, Lateg, Moonie,
Brown,  Boshwell,  Shannon,  Hart,
Thompson, Simpson, Matheson, Small,
Stewart, Manning, Gawler, Wicke, Tur-
vey,  Wilkinson,  Gladding,* Satford,
Games, Creighton, Barrett, Stewart, Pop-
ham, Moore, Legnos, Cullen, Wilson,
Merry, MeXNiven, MecDonald, . Mason,
Quelch, Ward, Wilson, and Sievers.

1 July 1902

~ ¥our Gisborne members of the famous
Seventh Contingent arrivedl by the s.s.
OUmapere this morning, namely, Farciers
Breingan (Patutali), and/ J. R. Purker
(Gisborne), and Troopers; 'Leesdale :and
Taylor. The returned contingenters were
met at the wharf by Lieat. Lewis jand
Sergh. Wakelin (of the Gisborne Riiles)
and’ given a hearty welcome home. 'he
novelty of welcoming back our  soldier
luds has perhaps worn off by now, bul it
is as well not to forget that the Seventh
Contingent. is New Zealand's last contyi-
bution to the British’' army in South
Africa which has taken part in the wir.
Not only is the Seveuth the lust to take
an active share in the struggle, but it is
generally admitted that they are the most
renowned of all New Zealand's contin-

gent.

Special interest attaches therefore %o
the home-coming of the quartette f
Gisborne  members  of the  doughiy
Seventh, whose galiant stand at Bothas
herg have given them the premier place
among the roll of  coloniaul contingents.
n order to get an account of the Bothas-
berg engagement fuller than the meagre
deseription cabled, a representative of
the HrmraLD interviewed the returning:
troopers on the subject. -'

Trooper Teesdale in reply to questions
suid that the New Zewlunders on the
:J‘:ght- of the engagement were included in
Colonel Garratt’s column, which ineluded
000 of the Sevénth Contingent, 200 of
the Queensland. Imperial Bushmen, and
about 300 of the Munster Fusiliers, the
jatter being infantry. On either side
were obher British columns operating in
‘the drive.  The full brunt of the attack
F'{:ll on the left wing of the New Zealan-




ders, which was composed of the' Can-
terbury, Otago, and supplementary com-
panies.  The Gisborne boys were. at-
tached to the right wing, and had a good |
opportunity of witnessing the fight,  Ad-
Jutant Clark placed the right wing and
Lieutenant (Adjutant) 0. Hickey the left
wing. It was dull and durk that, night
in February when the Boers made their
great dash at the British lines driving
before them their infurinted cattle. They
drove the tattle on to the right wing for
L ostart, but diverged on to the left which
Hﬁl’ey struck at with all their force in the
wild endeavor to find an openiug. Manie
Botha was in ccommand, and it was esti-
2ted  from “the captures made after
VWL vouce LIAT Bhe  enttle numbered
28,000.  Raini had been fulling - shortly
-before the attack, and everything was
suitable for the midnight dash.  The men
|n|] the vight wing heard the cattle bel-
lowing about two loo e hefore the blow

...... d .
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| was_struck but they were not sure at
“"]“”&.ll’m“t the attack was to be made.
folonel Glaryatt was in charge of  the
mounted en, with Colonel Portey direct-
ing the New Zealanders, The attack
ccommenced at 10,30 p-m.,
of the New Zealanders. being brought intg
nction at midnight. % This part of the
Contingent were statiaved in g gully at
Lhe: time, extending up io the side of a
kania mmed LD up wouhe side of g
| Kopje, and practically in front of the pe.
wainder of the colyn,, The cattle were
uob driven right on to tle New Zealan-
ders.  If this Lad happened they would
mewitably have beer overwhelmed, and
the d Boers have got clean througl, _The
UEAS came up under cover of the herd of
heasd s, leading their horses, barefooted, it
wirs %stﬂted afterwards.  The fipst outpost,
seapibed, but the second o1
Dhac®abtack was then deve
The men on the right wey
dred yards away, but no Boers reached
their lines, They were aroused ot 10
o'cloek by the noise of the cattle, and
were kept going until the following night.
Nothing could be seen distinetly  except
vhe flushing of the rifles as volleys were
fired from the trencles, The cattle were
Heing driven by Kaffirs, who were chant-
g all the time,  The Boers were also
ccompanied by theip women, who had
imrgc of the waggons, and wlo were also
nging i their own tongue a song, the
arden of whiel was t)je prophecy that
Be British will never cross the Taul,”
e right, wing were busily employed
l.n'Ling the cattle driven on the line,
| Che auxiety of the men was frightful,”
8 Trooper Teesdale. “We did not

the left wing

e Wwas captured,
loped with fury.
e only two hup-

la;w what moment weo would bhe  ar-
IS ] . .

Lpeule snd the suspense was unbearable
i‘:iiu of the men weni inte hospital ove
tlEstrain. They Droke dowy altoge
HE and o number of the lefs wing wh
wi unwounded went into hospital fo
ey Out of the 400 New Zealander
wiliad left Harrismith o short  tim
bes, only 200 were fit for duty afte
1_lm!uighi~. I will never forget jt. 1
wighe first fight at. such close.  quay
terglthough we had many brushes pre
vioy.  Ounly fourteen Rowrs were found
thest being carried away,  aceording
to {r cusiom, as the Boers never leav
theifend on the ficld, Of those wel
knovin  Gishorne, Bert Russell, whe
was Hed, had about eighteen wounds,
Ted ilds was alse wounded. Ted was
soon vight and out on eolumn, Lien.
LenaTovsythe was shot in the  head.
1 The ers formed a lnlf-moon after get-
ting ough the first outpost. The other
pustere afraid to Hre, owing to the
tikelod of shooting  their own meir.
Iitd not been for {he Black Wateh
— one ol the othep columns, whe
d their front, 4 good many  mor
would have got, through. They
cassisted the New Zealanders 1)
¢” the ];,'.*ah. That ix why so few
;ait. th Eeh,
i1t tﬁ;eu[ml a fearful scene,
hies, Mly little draing, hurried
ith v earth piled up about. 1f
ILis  shelter, and not afford-
'f;‘l-ﬂil, 1,1,‘911: filled with
ud men. Numbers  of
Iving with the British,
perate the struggle had
thed that the order had
the Boers charged for
enches to fix hayonets,
tanders had. left  them
g0 much trouble to
b considered that the
ve been much use, as
eager to get through,
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szmly. Slaughtered
+e lying in all direc-
Sl .

dled - and  bridled.
rifler werea found,
the British weapons,
¥ experienced in get-

About 200 . got

-

or Tecsdale said the
b owas one of con-
the Transvaad  and

Five days was



gl any town be-
were received, ex-
n they were mo-
pished their term
tesleit” Soufh Af- |
ey were enter- |
ud arrived. home |

Of the other (isborne boys who left
bere to join the Seventh Contingengf
Lroopers W. Parker, W. Cato, Partridee,
IL. Jones, and J. Hanlon joined the Nanth
Uontingent. - Trooper Gilford went-in to
Wanganui  after  leaving Walington.
Trooper Denuy, also of Gishorne, was
found to be recovering pom_ eriasdc
fever at Wellington. P R

25 Nov 1910 — The Dominion

THE « FIGHTING SEVENTH.”
' ANNUAL REUNION. ©

CORDIAL MESSAGE TROM K. OF K.”

_ Battles were refought, and reminiscences
of  African campaigning exchanged by the
scattered  rempants of the/ Seventh New
Zeatand Moupted Regiment who fove:
gathered together gf Scott's Rooms, Mgn-
ners Styeet, last evening, gp the ogpjeiss
af their aaousl rennion,  which 'wgs.allg
the eighth anniversary of the fight ﬁ%
Bothasuerg, - Lutshpl Surier, UL, Glpgy
Commending *the Ilegiment, . prasided
over & poodly gatnering, and Lieutenant
Colonel Bauchop,’ Officer Commanding the
Wellingten distriet, who commaonded, as
major,” the right wing which received tlie
onset of the -Boer attack at-:Bothasberg,
looked .in'“later on inthe evening.

It was the earnest hope of those present
that: Field-Marshal Lord Kitchener wounld
have heen able to have been present for
a brief interval, but at the last moment
hefound it imipossible to absent himself
frova the vice-regal dinner. Colonel Por-
ter, when proposing the health of “Our
Distinguished - Visitor,” read the following
letter from = Colonel Kirkpatrick, . the
Field-Marshal’s - Chief-of-Staff:— = .- .

“Degr Colonel Porter,~ - .-

. Lord- Kitchener desires me to sa
* that he regrets extremely his inabil-
ity: to be presant at the annual re-
cunion of the Seventh New Zenland
Contingent -to-night.. .He remembers
well his last meeting with the Seventh
‘on February. 27, 1902, after their dis-
play of gallantry and valour at Both- -
asherg, -He, equally with you, reveres
.the memory of the brave men- who
fell on . that -occasion, and . is- guite
-gure . that for all time' New Zealand-
will do ‘honour to her representafives
- who did -their: dufy to.the Dmpire
awith  such ' eredit to - themselves and
to the Dominion . which sent .them

forth. - . . .

o “(Signed) G, M, KIREPATRICE,
Dt ol : . Colonel.”
‘Aftér the toast.was' honoured,. cheers
wera given “thren times three.” =
A very’ graceful i message was that sent
along' by Mrs, Janet Gillies, Matron-in-
Chief  of “the : Army Nursing - Reserve—a
paper ‘reserve, by the way—whe was well
known to the New Zealanderg. in South
Africa as. Nurse Speed. . Her remem-
brances were received with - chears,
Apologies: for unavoidable absence 'were
also received from Lieut.-Colonel - Abbott

and several others. - - L
The evening was a most enjoyzble one
and overything passed off very well. The
roll of  those present was -as followe:—
'Colonel ' Porter, C.B., Lieut.-Colonel A,
Bauchop, C.M.G., Captain Whlttﬂg, Cup-
tain - Richardson, . Captain - Ress; Captain
Clark, Lieut, Wilkinson, and A. Berry,
W. Chirnside, D, H. MDiamid, &.. 8.
Jowes, §. Robinson;,  A. G. Humphre:,&'R-.
S. Taylor, H. Rees, Geo. Cooke, H, Hut-
son, J. Iraser Thompson, Chas. Weod,
Ii, -Murphy, S.-Munn, ‘A. Leyland, C. J.
Denny, G. M. Deck, A. Ivans, J. Cal
nan, T. W. Armsirong, I'. Willis, D, H,
Retter, J. P, Taylor, J. D. Miston, Parcy
. Tennant, P. J. Cotton, W. Warps,
Agmen .. Smith, J. C. Hary, A, -8
Moe. and G. B. Carter. -



