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28 December 1900

Wx trpst that Gisborne will share the
lionor of sending reinforcements to South
Africa, and that there will be a liberal
vesponse to the call that will shortly De
made. It will be seen by our ‘to-day's

telegrums that five hundred men will be
wanted, half of whom, it is understood,
will be Maoris, and that the Imperial
Government. have offered to pay the cost
of equipment and transport. There are
sufficient funds in hand locally for the
provision of extra comforts for the men.
Captain Winter this afternoon * received
the following telegram from Colonel Por-
ter, commanding the Wistrict: “Instruc-
tions and necessary papers have Dbeen
posted you to-day to aect in Elﬂ'ulh}lg
members for the Sixth Contingent.” The
papers should be in hand .on Sunday, and
a start will be made early next week to
enral Tolunteers,

2 January 1901

Major McCredie yesterday showed us
o telegram, received from Lieutenant-
Colonel Porter concerning .the Bixth Con-
 tingent.  Applications are coming In
fust, and Gisborne’s draft must leave
by the 6th, reach Wellington by the
8th, .and be in uniform by the 12th. The
| proposal to extend the time for enrolment
 has, it will thus be seen, been unsuccess-
'ful, and it is further stated that if the
draft is not got away sharp there will
be a danger of the men being shut out.
| Local applicants will note these - facts,
|and aiso the advertisement which - ap-
pears in another column fixing the riding
tests for Thursday morning in Captain
Tucker's paddock.  An effort 18 being
made to have the shooting tests to-morrow
afternocon. ' )

Following is the complete list of names
of those so far énrolled in Gisborne for
gervice in the Sixth Contingent: James
Mackinley, age 23, East Coast Mounted
Rifles; Herbert Bushnell, Murewai;
Jumes Henlow, age 25; Guy Humphries,
age 24, Kaiteratahi; Frank uddlestone ;
Williamson, - Tuparoa; -- Ernest Albert
Skeet, 31 years; James Henry dJames,
John Barry, Robert Henry McGough,
| Thomas Allen, ' Thomas McKay, Arthur
| John Cooper, Cecil Bertrand DeLautour,
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lThomas 0 d;ﬂ.-n. Daniel Buckley, William
iF. Coyle, Xbraham Hamson, James Higgs,
! John Malloy Grayson, age 48; James
Ryan, age 20, height 5ft 7in, weight
11st ; John Norman ieslie, 22, East Coast
| Mounted Rifles, and Melbourne Militia
 two years; Ernest Chas. Hurrey, 26,
 Whangara ; Ernest Albert Guilford, 295,
| Qlenroy ; Irving Stanley Huwrey, 28,
Whangaros ; John Joseph Lawless, Chas.
' John Denny, {Tames Kenneth Campbell,
William McBurney, Chas. Whitlock, 23
Chas. Glass, 23, four years' service New
South Wales; Thomas James Craig, 21;
Ernest Richardson, 24, Waimata; Robert
Watson, 27; Percy Walter Teesdale, 23,
5ft 10in, 11st, two years in Bruce Rifles,
Otago; Albert Law, 21, East 'Coast
Mounted Rifles (can supply his own
horse) ; Peter MacDermott, 30; Ernest
James Jones, 20, 5ft Oin, 11st 4lb; Mat-
thew Francis Bourke, 24, 5ft 8in, 1lst,
four years in the Kaiapoi Cadets; James
Arthur "Moore, 21; George Adams, 24,
5ft Tin, 1lst 3lb.

3 January 1901

. Gisborne candidates for the Sixth Con-
tingent: were put through their riding tests
this morning, in Tucker's paddock. Ma-
jor McCredie and Captain Winter con-
ducted the tests, Sergeant Hellier Evans
assisting..  The principal test was the
jumping of a stiff hurdle and brush fence,
whjch the rmluji:n-i’ti},v of the horses declined
to otiate. o the' failure of the
horses, however,.not much importance was
attached, the judges taking more notice of
the manner in which the men sat and man--
aged their mounts. There were a nuvmber
of spectators, Mr “Banjo" Paterson being

among them.  Twenty-five candidates
passed the test; following: being the names
—Barry, Buckley, Bushnell, Breingan, K.
Campbell, Denny, A. DeLautour, %‘rmr,
Guiliord, Glass, Gray, Grayson, E. C.
Hurrey, I. Hurrey, Hanlon, Humphreys,
James Moore, McGough, O'Neil, Ogden,
Richardson, Skeet, Teasdale, and Hesketh.
The applicants from the East Coast
Mounted Rifles, being trained men, are
already accepted, their names being Sergt.
Thos. Allen, Corporal Norman Lezﬁie, and
Troopers McBurney, McKinley and Albert
Law. The shooting tests commenced at
the butts this afternoon:




4 Jan 1901 — GISBORNE'’S FINAL SELECTION

At the beginning of the week the Ioca.li
volunteer authorities began to enrol men |
for the Sixth Contingent. Un Wednes- |
day, before a number of those desir-!
ous of jowning the Contingent nad had
an opportunity of enlisting, peremptory
instructions from Wellington uecessitated
the closing of the list. As it “was, tne
vacancies were over-applied for three
times; but had a reasonably long time
been given the aspirants for military glory
from the outlying parts of this district,
there would, we feel sure, have been more
than double the number of applicants
that have so far come to band. That
there should be this enthusiasm—and it
18 gratifying to find it characteristic of
the whole colony—after the hard ex-
perience of former contingenters in the
field, has robbed the experiment of its
glamor, and the unvarying rounds of
unrelenting military duty bave worn
through the thin veneer of romantic in-
terest attaching to it, is o splendid proof
of the fact that the colony’s enthusiastic
interest in matters’ Imperial is not of
the cvanescent-order.  Local applicants
are a fine stamp of men, all measurements
giving a fair average. In point of phy-
sique they are on the whole quite up to
the high standard of those who have
gone before them. This monotonous
chasing of the most mobile guerilla enemy
which has ever taken the field against
British arms, and the special difficulties
attaching to hunting enemies ‘in the
territory of British subjects (who are
covertly sympathising with the enemy,
and who assist them in every way pos-
sible, their ]I:roperty being immune from
'damage at the hands of the troopers) will
i test all their powers of endurance to the
i utmost, and will require the best exer-
‘cise of all those faculties characteristic of
'colonials. On that account, all the tests
here have been of the most searching
character..... Drs. Hughgs and Craig -con:
ducted the medical examination, and the
riding and shooting tests were of a high
order. It is a notable, and to those in
charge of affairs creditable, fact that rid-
ing, shooting, and medical tests were all
got through in one day. .

Taking oll three tests together, the
following final selection was made for the
district : Herbert. Bushnell, weight 12st,
age 20, height 5ft 1lin, chest 37in; Ber-
trand Cecif DeLautour, 11st 10lb, 22
years, 5ft 73in, 36in; Thomas . Fraser,
12st, 24 years, 5ft 8in, 36in; John Mal-
lory Grayson, 1lst 8lb, 28 years, 5ft
10in, 37in; Chas. Glass, 11st 10lb, 23
years, 5ft 8in, 37in; John Hackett, “11st
7lb, 30 years, 5ft 9in, 384in; Guy Hum-
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pbrey, 10st Tlb, 24 years, 5ft Tin, 36in;
irving Stanley Hurrey, 11st Tlb, 28
years, 5ft 104in, 37in; Ernest Chas.
Hurrey, 11st, 26 years, 5ft 94in, 36in;
Albert Law, 1lst 2{{[), 21 years, 5ft 104in,
38in; John Norman Leslie, 11st 10lb, 22
years, 5ft 104in, 36in; James -Arthur
Moore, 11st 10lb, 21 years, 6ft 104in,
364in; James McKinley, 1Ist 10lb, 23
years, 5ft 1lin, 36in; Leonard O'Neill,
1lst, 26 years, 5ft 8)in, 36in; KErnest
Albert Skeet, 11st 8lb, 31 years, 5ft 8}in,
384in. Emergency men: Ernest Albert
Guilford, 23 years, 5it 7in, 37in; Percy
Walter Teesdale, 23 years, 5ft 9jin,
374in. T : :

Note — Guy Humphrey’s proper name is Guy

HUMFREY

4 Jan 1901 - FAREWELL TO THE MEN

'~ A meeting of the Patriotic Committee
'was held at the Borough Council Cham-
'bers this afternoon to decide what shall
‘be done in the direction of a-send-off tc
the Gisborne drfaft of the Sixth Contin-
gent. . His Worship the Mayor presided.
Matters were discussed at length, - and
Mr J. A. Harding offered to invite the
men, Captain - Winter, and Major Me-
Credie, and the Mayor and County Chair-
man to dinner at the Masonic 'E{nt'el to-
morrow evening at 7 o'clock, Mr Hard-
ing's offer being thankfully .accepted: The
assembly will be-sounded at 7.45, and' the
men ~ will, - accompanied by the City
and Whataupoko Bands and volunteers,
march to the wharf;. where they will go
aboard the Tuna to join the Waihora in
the roadstead. © The:-Waihi, with a band
aboard, will also run an excursion tothe
steamer, as a portion of the farewell de-
monsfration to the Contingents. Fares
have been fixed at 23 per head. Time
will not allow of any demonstration of
an extensive character being arranged, but
the ‘send-off arranged to take place will
certainly be of the most hearty descrip-
tion, and will convince the troopers that
they have the best wishes of their
many friends in this district.  Invita-
tions .were ‘issued this afternoon by the
secretary; of the Committee, Mr R. D. B.

hinznn

8 Jan 1901

For the Sixth Contingent 200 men are
now in camp, the Gisborne, Napier, and
Wanganui sections of 15 men each arriv-
ing last night, an dthe remainder of the
Nelson, Marlborough, and Westland sec-
tions this morning.



10 January 1901

Tuesday’s- New Zealand Times reports :
The Waihora, which arrived in Welling-
ton yesterday morning, brought twenty
horses from Gisborne for .the Sixth Con-
tingent. - The animals were accommoda-
ted in the lower hold, the hatchway imme-
diately above them being' closed down
during the whole voyage. No bedding
was provided, and they were left to the
care of one of the crew, notwithstanding
the fact that several recruits for the con-
tingent were on board. The whole of the
circumstances occasioned strong comment
to a Times representative by some pas-
sengers on the steamer. '

Trooper DeLautour left for South b
the Omapere last evening to join the Sixt
Contingent.  His friends of the Gisborne
Club made him a useful present before
leaving. '

Mr J. A. Harding, of the Masonic Ho-
tel, has received a pleasing letter from
the boys of the Gisborne section of the
Sixth Contingent at Newtown Park. The
boys report that they were most kindly
treated by Mr and Mrs D.. Thompson,
of Hastings, who hospitably entertainec
them at lunch, and afterwards tobk them
for a drive in a four-in-hand. In cop-
clusion, the writers acknowledge grate-
fully the send-off accorded them here.

11 January 1901

. WELLINGTON, this day.

There are 426 men in camp at New-
town Park, including 18 returned troop-
ers. The contingent has been divided
into five companies, Nos. 1 and 2 Wel-
lington and Nelson, No. 3 Otago, No. 4
Canterbury, No. 5 Auckland.  Tele-
graphed instructions have been received
to include in its strength seven Tmembers
of the Federal Contingent, and 13 of
the men now returning in the Orient.
Twenty of the Canterbury detachment
were rejected on the riding test, and
bave left the camp. One man rejected
for want of horsemanship was a re-
turned trooper, and another such is in
danger of being set aside.  Neither was
in any previous New Zealand contingent,
both having enlisted in the Cape Corps.
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14 Jan 1902

On Saturday afternoon -the Gisborne
Post and Telegraph staff met to bid fare-
well  to their quondam {fellow-officers,
Mesers. Holford and Cox, who  were
leaving for South Africa. Mr .Sampson
on behalf of the staff presented each of
the voyagers with a useful travelling bag,
and expressed the hope that their “bid
for fortune” would be crowned with suc-
cess and prosperity. The young fellows

fleft by the Te Anau yesterday for Wel-

lington. . They leave Sydney by the
Persic about ’ge 27th inst. _

19 January 1901

WELLINGTON, last night.

No. 18 Company of the Sixth New Zea-
land Contingent is made up of the men
from the East and West Coasts of the
North Island and Nelsen, and is com-
posed of the following:

J. Allford, Wanganui; F. J. Burrell,
Petone; H. P. Brown, Feilding; H.
Bushnell, Gisborne; J. Burroughs, Marl-
borough; Q. T. Baigent, Wakefield; E.
Beardmore, Nelson; W. F. Boyes, Motu-
eka; F. T. Briggs, Taranaki; J. W.
Baker, Palmerston North; A. B. Bir-
kett, Opunake; A. Bolstad, Wellington ;
F. Bourne, Upper Hutt; E. Brown, Wel-
lington; 7T. Brown, Wellington; J. W.
M. Browne, Wanganui ; J. Campbell, Mos-
giel; ¥. R. Cotton, Reefton; W. Cam-
eron, Maurlborough; H. Connell, Tara-
naki; H. Comnnop, Hastings; 8. H. W.
Crawford, Wellington; C. B. DeLautour,
Gisborne; P. A. Deloree, Hunterville
{Third Contipgent); A. Erickson, Wan-
anui; W. Ellis, New Plymouth; D. P.
ivans, Taranaki; T. Fraser, Qisborne;
W. K. Freeman, Dupedin; H. W. Gil-
lies, Napier; J. M. Grayson, Gisborne;
C. Glass, Gisborne; J. P. Gibbons, Nel-
gon; R. J. Glen, Greymouth; C. 8. Gir-
dlestone, Wellingtosi ; .¥. Harris, Palmer-
sion North; P. E. Harney, Kumeron;
H. B. G. D. Hewitt, Wanganui; J. S.
Hurry, Gisborne; E. -C. Hurry, Gis-
borne ; G. Humfrey, Gisborne; J, Hack-
ett, Gishorne; G. S. Hebberd, Nelson;
R. Hayes, Greymouth; H. J. F. Heley,
Nelson; S. Maslett, Wellington; J. H.
Hayward, Dannevirke; J. A. Jolmson,
Te Aute, Hawke's Bay; A. W. Jensen,
Greymouth ;* J. Jickell, Nelson; A. T.
Kitney, Marton (Second Contingent); A.
Law, Gisborne; C..N. Lewis, Wanganui ;
J. N. Leslie, Gisborne; J. Linklater,
Westland ; E. W. Lahmah, Hokitika; F.
Xz. Leech, Taranaki; J. F. McCutchen,
Huaterville; R. T. McCallum, and A.
McMillan, Napier; D. McNiven, Clive;
J. McKinley, Gisborne; J. Mc(Goldrick,



Napier; A. McKeown, Stratford; C. J.
Daylesford, Victoria; A. Millar, New
Plymouth; J. 'W. Morrison, Taranaki;
A. Mooney, Wanganui; E., E. S. Marsh,
Napier; J. G. P. Morgan, Napier; J.
A. Moore, Gisborne; W. J. Moirish,
Blenheim ; W. Maddock, Blenheim:: E.
L. Mead, Nelson; H. Mence, Westport ;
F. Newcombe, Blenheim; L. O’Neill, Gis-
borne; W. F. O’Donnell, Wanganui;
J.'J. Phillips, Wellington; A. Powell,
Dannevirke; F. E. Pahl, Nelson; R. H.
Porter, Gishorne; E. J. Quinlan, -Wel-
lington; J. F. Richards, Marlhorough ;
J. Reid, Westport; J. D. Ross, Tara-
naki; A. Snoswell, Napier; R. C. Sturm,
Clive; E. A. Skeet, Gisborne; (. Smith,
Nelson; A. Scott, Motueka; J. Street,
Nelson: H. Steevens, Napier; T. Staf-
ford. Waipawa; G. W. Sullivan, Wan-
yvanui (Fifth Contingent); E. Terrill,
Blenheim; W. K. Taptin, Patea; E.
Theobald, Wellington: F. (. Thonias,
Mariborough; W. R. Tipler, Inglewood ;
E. J. Turvey, Canterbury; H. Wiikins,
Hastings; A. Walsh, Napier; J. D.
Williamson, Marlborough; G. Wilson,
Greymouth; H, R. Young. Wanganui.

26 Jan 1901

It has been definitely decided that the
Cornwall, with the S8ixth Contingent
aboard, will leave for Auckland at six
o'clock to-morrow morning. A beginning
was made with the shipment of horses
this afternoon. '

The following non-commissioned ofiicers
from the Wellington Volunteer District
have been appointed to the Sixth Contin-
gent :— . B . .

No. 18 Cempany: Sergeant-Major, S
H W. Crawford, Wellington; Farrier
Sergeant, K. J. Quinlan, Wellington;
Sergeants, P. A. Deloree, New Plymouth
E. Beardmore, Nelson; J. MecGoldrick

Napier; J. N. Leslie, Gisborne; Corpor

als, J. Jickell, Nelson; A. Kitney, Wel

lington; G. W. Sullivan, Wellington

L. F. Leech, Wellington; Lance-Corpor

als, H. Mence, Westland; C. B. DeLax

tour, Gishorne; H. Coanop, Wellington

W. J. Morrish, Blenheim; bugler, C

8. Girdlestone, Wellington.

31 Jan 1901

The Men of the sixth Contingent embarked on
the Cornwall about 5 pm and sailed out of the
Auckland harbour on their way to SA

6 Feb 1901
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_ SYDNEY, Feb. 5.

The troopship Cornwall has arrived,
after a pleasant passage,.all on _board
being -well. - Birt -and. Co., a.gentif of
‘the steamer, entertained - the New Zea-
land troops at a- harbor trip and tea.
The Company to-night entertained: the
officers at a theatre party. The Corn-
wall- expects to get away on Wednes-
day evening, and calls at Albany to coal.
The steamer then proceeds direct to the
Cape. ' :

16 Feb 1901

ALBANY, Feb. 16.
The troopship Cornwall has arrived

here.
WELLINGTON, this day.

A cable message from Mr McEach-
arin, veterinary officer of the Bixth
Contingent, announces the arrivg of the
Cornwall at Albany. ‘There was a heavy
sea in the Great Australian Bight. Two
horses were lost from pneumonia.
A later report says 14 horses were lost on the
voyage

13 March 1901

TO BE RELIEVED BY -
LATER CONTINGENTS.

—_— \
{Per Press Association.)

WELLINGTON, last night.

The Government have made arrange-
ments -for the immediate return of the
members of the first five contingents now
in South Africa, as soon as the men of
the Sixth aond- Seventh are able to take
their places.  The Sixth Contingent may
be reported as having arrived at any
tour, and the Seventh will be due at
the Cape at the end of April. Though
the men signed on for a year, or until
the termination of the war, the Minister
for Defence has arranged that the term
of the agreement shall expire at the end
of & year's service, and this limit has
expired as to the first three contingents,
and as to the Fourth and FiftH"will be
reached in the course of a few weeks.
The Sixth Contingent, now due at Cape-
town, will commence the work of relef,
and will replace the remainder’ of the
first three and parts of the Fourth Con-
tingent, while the Seventh, now in
camp here, will relieve the balance of
the Fourth and Fifth. A month _ago
a careful vomputgtion was made of ‘the
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number of our menthenin South Africa,
oronthe way home, with the following
results: First (officers and men in each
case), '17; Second, 177; Third, 201;
Fourth, 425;  Fifth, 561; total, 138l.
This number ‘will be diminished by a
further draft invalided home, so that
the total strength of the Sixth and
Seventh, gay 1100 men, will probably
suffice for all purposes of relief. :

6 May 1901

Sergeant Norman Leslie, of the Sixth
Contingent, writing to his friends in
Gisborne under date of Pretoria, March
28th, says: “From East London, we
were ordered to the front by train. The
horses were shipped straight from the
steamer to the train, and could hardly
stand. You can imagine the treat we
had getting them off the boat. Several
of them had to be left behind at the
depot. At Stormberg, we saw the place
where (tatucre and his men were cut up.
At Springfontein we met.the Third New
Zealand Contingent, and also saw a
number of graves of Maorilanders who
had fallen. Em'd Kitchener inspected us
yesterday, as also did Colonel Plumer.
Lord Kitchener is a very determined-
looking man. Some of the boys.are in
the hcspital, amongst them being Law
and MecKinley. e place is overrun
with fever, as we are camped behind a
large field-hospital.” :

7 May 1901
A private letter received from Trooper

Law, of the SBixth Contingent, at Pretoria,
states that McKinley and himself were
down with (erman measles, not with
tyohoid fever as another trooper_ had re-
ported. He says: “There were nineteen
altogether with the same complaint, and
we were all left behind. We were ve
disappointed, as we anticipated going with
General Plumer’s column to take Peters-
burg, but having to stay in the hospital
for fourteen days put a set on it.”

14 May 1901 o _

A letter received from Trooper Mark
Pickett, of the Gisborne section of the
Third Contingent, written from Cape-
town on March 26th, stated that Le Lad
gone to Capetown to see his comrades
off, and was returning to the front to
join the Sixth Contingent. He states
that be is thoroughly satisfied with the
life, and intends to see the thing
t-hmug’u “Sometimes,” he says, “we
!m.ve it a bit rough, but I like it, and
if I can get through with the Sixth I will

be satisfied to have a turn at something
else‘”
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19 June 1901 -

ITS ADVANCE TO PIETERSBURG.
ot PIETERSBURG, April 12.
On Saturday, the 6th inst., we left
Piet Potgieters Rust as part of Colonel
Colvin's flying column to seize Berg's
Nek. The =seizing of this pass, enor-
mously strong for defensive purposeg, was
abolutely essential for the successful
completion of our march to Pietersburg.
The journey was uneventful until we
entered the final stage of the pass (in
all eight miles long), when the Austra-
lian Third*Regiment, under Major Vyles,
encountered a heavy fire from the enemy,
and lost three men and several horses in”
a few minutes.. Thé pom-pom under
{aptain Rotten galloped into action and
guickly dispersed the enemy, who con-
sisted of a rearguard of General Beyer's
commando. The New Zealanders occu-
pied the heights on each side of the
poss.. The Australians had several very
narrow shaves, and one man had a piece
taken out of the butt of his rifle. Ano-
ther had & tin of jam in his haversack
shot through. Trooper Angel, a West-
ern Australian, was shot through both
lungs, and is not expected to - recover.
Thomas, : alse a Western Australian, was
shot through the ankle:” Another had a
wound on the hand. The wounded
were attended on the field by Surgeons-
Maujor *Green and Sherman and Captain
Purdy, who were with the advance sap-
ports. . . ' )
The remainder of the column with
General Plumer reached De Berg's Nek
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, and our march
was resumed at 1.30. i‘:arly in the morn-
ing two of our men were captured. They
had been out on patrol, and getting
loste came upon a party of the enemy.
After a desperate resistgnce, in which
Corporal Loree was slightly wounded and

| both horses were killed;- they were forced

to surrender. Their captivity, however,
was of short duration, .as the DBoers,
owing to their hasty rétreat on Pieters-
burg, had to leave tha;h behind. To the
credit of the enemy be it said t-hex; were
both very kindly treated. The Ausira-
lians were less fortunate, as they lost
two men on the flanks, who were wound-
ed, captured, and taken on in their
flight. We camped for the night ab a
village nine miles from Pietersburg.

We entered Pietersburg on Monday,
Bth inst.. at 9.30 am. The Australians
formed the advance screen, engaging the
enemy in & desultory manner the whole
way. On the slopes at the back of the
town it was thought that a more obsti-
nate resistance was offered. The New

\.

 Zealanders were galloped up to the ceatre

of the firing line. -

“Up to this there had only besn one
casualty this morning, one Bushman hav-
ing -been shot on entering the town.




outrages which have done so much to
damage the reputation of the Bger. The
local schoulmaster, evidently je man of
fanatical disposition, having carefully pre-
pared a large mole-hill to conceal him,
permitted the Imgerial Bush Contingent
to come within thirty  yards of bhim,
and then commenced firing on them. Ow-
ing td the noise caused by the desultory
firing all round, the party were unable
to locate whence the effective firing came.
Within a fow.seconts Lieutenant Walters
and Sayle and “one trooper fell.  The
first was shot through the heart; the
other two were mortally wounded, and
have since died. Seven horses were also
shot by this Boer before he was dis-
covered, when he immediately threw up
his hat and offered to surrender. A Bush.
man, however, rushed in, and, infuriated
by his conduct, shot and bayoneted him.
Two squadrons of New Zealanders, under
Major Finlay and Captain Matthews, pur-
sued the Boers for seven miles, but were
pnable to overtake them.

The reconnaissance in force was made
on Thursday. Most of the New Zea-
{landers had Been on picket duty all night.
By 8 a.m., however, all had returned to
camp. At 9 a.n. neatly the whole col-
umn, with three guns and two pom-poms,
marched out. We were told to strip
our saddles, so most of the men were
riding merely in their shirt-sleeves, hav-
ing left tunics, great-coats, blankets, wa-
terproofs sheets, ete., behind. We march.
ed 26 miles to the softth-east, only to

spite of the pitter cold, we trekked back
to camp, starting at 4 a.m., and arnv-
ing at 12 noon to-day. )

us. One thing is certain—if we are
marched day after day, we shall soon be
'an infantry corps, as the horses are he-
i ginning to break down under the strain.
‘ The poor beasts have never had
gest since leaving New Zealand.
! A message was read to the troops from
.. Lord Kitchener, congratulating them on
the successful termination of their ardu-
ous march to Pietersburg.
~ In the town large quantities of ammu-
" pition were captured. For five or six

hours a continuous fusillade was heard of
the ammunition, which was burned ; also .

" a large stock of dynamite was blown up.
" _Press special correspondent.

22 June 1901 — THE SIXTH CONTINGENT

HOW COMMANDANT SCHROEDER -

'WAS CAPTURED.
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But now occurred onme of those dastardly’

find that the Boers’ Long ‘Tom had been
removed 24 hours previously. After four:
hours’ sleep for those who conld rest in -

Our future movements are unknown to

a day's:

Writing from Silverton, near Pretoria,
under date May 12, the Post special corres-

poundent with the Sixth Contingent gives !

an account of the operations of General
Plumer’s column (of which the New Zea-
landers formed part) in the country north
of Pretoria at the end of April and the

beginning of May - for- the purpose of en- |

veleping the commandos of  Viljoen-
Fourie, Trichaardt, and Schroeder. .

Schroeder was captured on the 25th
May by Lieut. Reid and Mr Briok (In-
telligence Department) with 20 Australian
Bushmen. Late the previous night they
had heard voices on a kopje. Sergeant
Stocker {a .New Zealander), with nine

Tasmanians, climbed the kopje. Schroeder-

withdrew his men to the further ‘side of
the kopje. By daybreak the little band
of -Australians had cccupied posts sur-
rounding the Boers. At-the first streak

of dawn they rushed the position with

fixed bayoneis.

Commandant Schroeder

had his men drawn up in @ sémi-circle.

He himself had determined to surrender,
thinking he was surrounded by an over-
whelming force, "and stood with folded

arms, an orderly holding a ‘white flag’

above his head. He had with him a
Maxim gun (captored from Dr Jameson

in the famous raid), eleven waggons, and.

several Cape carts. He handed over his
sword and revolver to Lieut. Reid, and
gave his word that none of his men would
attempt to escape. Only on arrival at
Major Viall's camp did he realise that
he bad been “blaffed” by a party balf
his nember. ' :

On arrival at Captain Markham's. camp |

at 10 p.m. a large fire had been lighted.
Lient. Backs acted as guard over the
risoners, with fifteen men with fixed
ayonets. - Commandant Schroeder, with
his lientenant and two nieces, were hos-
pitabiy entertained, his 'men also receiv-
ing a'good meal. In connection with
Schroeder, who is a tall, handsome man,
standing 6it in his socks, with a fing
military carrisge, we were told that the
previous dey he had been harried con-
siderably by Captain Markbam’s party
of New Zealanders. Cn more than one
occasion he had trained his Maxim on
them, but knew that should he fire he
woold bring the whole column after him.

The fate of the sniper at Pietersburg had

taught’ them that -the Bushmen showed
no mercy when their officers were
picked off. '

"Schroeder related ‘how he had captured

600 Yeomanry :
Waterval between Roberts’ and Buller’s
columns. He bhad been censured by the
Boers for showing undue leniency to the
“sons of Admiral Goschen,” as he ¢alled

and marched them to



the statesman who was so long First
Lord of the Admiralty. In the moraing
the prisoners were taken to General
Piumer's capfp, where Lieut. Williams
acted as their guardian. _
On April 26th Lieut. Wood, with 40
New Zealand Mounted Rifles, was sent
to reinforce -Captain sarkham. At 5
p-m., together with Mr Taylor and Sur-
geon-Captain Purdy, this party started
off after Trichaardt, under the guidance

of Mr Taylor. They marched until 2
e.m.  During the night they crossed a!
ravine which opy -daylight seemed im-
passable. At one time the party -were
in & narrow kloof scrhambhng t‘;ﬂ;ir flocksé j
orses going down, the men tattered an

:lorn pﬁ thick bush. Bome of the
meu afterwards said they thanked God
their horses kept up, and that they
eventually reached the creek. After two
hours’ rest they started once more at’
4 a.m. Ai 6 am. » hard trot brought’
them to the Boer Nﬁiﬁm,_ oaly to find
that they had trekked, simply leaving !
one old spring-cart. - However, at 7.
o'clock we found their waggons safe in the -
‘hands of a party of -I\L.H., who were;
an advance party for the Devons, under
Major Davis. . Though the waggons were
taken,. most of the enemy had escaped.

The chase was kept up, and on May
3rd a flying column was formed to pur-
gue the enemy. Two hundred and fifty
of tbe best mounted men were sent, in-
cluding 60 New Zealand Mounted Rifles,
under Major Finlay, Captmns_Mark_ham
and Cameron, with Lieut. Wallis. Lieu.
Banks acted as galloper. The first day
they rode 33 miles, capturing 18 waggons,
35 Boers, and 1200 cattle.  Next day
(May A4th) they reached Waterval at 9
&m. Three hours previously a force of
300 Boers with several waggons and over
800 cattle had crossed the railway two
1iles aboye the station, which was held
by part of the West Rjding Regiment. |

"On May 6th the col reached Pie-
paars- river at 8 a.m., having covered
135 miles in threeand o half days. Here|
the flying column remained in camp until |
May 11th, -when it entrained for Pre~i
toria, whenceit marched to join General
‘Plumei’s force, which bad been encamp-
3 for five days st Silverton, six miles
from town.

Of the New Zealanders, nearly 100 had
towalk the last few dayson trek, owing
to the Joss of horses from horse-gickness
and lard work. We are 6 move off
again oh' the 14th, teking eleven days
rations, destination unknown. Owing to
the luck of remounts, several men were
to be sent into a resting camp until a
fresh draft of horses arrives. )

- On Saturday, May 11th, the” Contingent
defeated the Australian Bushmenat foot-
ball by 20 points to nil. Dr ONeill
distinguished himself by dropping a goal

and scoring a iry.
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ADVENTURES IN SOUTH-WIST
' TRANSVAAL.

MORE ABOUT HURREY'S DEATH.

(Post’s Special Correspondent.)
STANDERTON, May 29.

General Plumer’s column, of which the
Sixth New Zealanders form part, has
just completed an adventurous march
from its old camp at Silverton (outside
Pretoria) to Ermelo, 140 miles south-east
of the Transvaal capital, and then south-
west to Standerton, on the Laing's Nek
to Pretoria railway.

The column moved off from Silverton
on May 14th, and soon came in con-
tact with the enemy. About noon on
May 18th the advance guard had a little
brush with the Boers just after the
main body had halted. Four New Zea-
|landers—Sergeant De Loree, Privates
| Hackett and J. S. Hurrey, and another
iwere sent out to reconmoitre a farm-
house about three miles from camp.
When within a hundred yards of the
farmm a horseman rode past them at a
distance of 100 yards. Thinking he be-
longed to their own column, they did
not fire. Not so the Boer, as he proved
to be. He dismounted amd fired on our
patrol. Hurrey returned the fire, evident-
ly slightly wounding the Boer, who
mounted and ‘rode back to the farm.
Straightway six horsemen issued from
behind the house and opened a hot fire
nn  our men, who retired.  Hackett's
horse, however, was knocked up, and
consequently  delayed their progress.
Private Hurrey, seeing this, dismounted
and returned the enemy’s fire.  Sergeant
De Loree and the others came to his as-
sistance. On seeing this, the Boers also
took cover,

Private Hurrey, who had been lying
and firing, raised himself on his knee
to get a better shot. Hardly had he dome
o than he was shot, the bullet passing
through his left knee, and then through
the stomach. The other three New Zea-
landers took up a position behind a slight
rising ground, and kept up a constant fire
until Sergeant Gallaher, with Lance-Cor-
poral Hunt and the others who were the
advance party of Lieutenants Overton
and Williams’ troops, came up and drove
back the enemy.

Camp was reached at 4 p.m., Lieu-
tenant Wilson keeping the Boers busily
engaged with his " pom-pom until the
waggons had got into laager and the
pickets posted. Private Hurrey died at
10.30, and was buried the following af-
ternoon at Trigardsfontein, along with
Gunner Wye, who died a few hours after
the trek was resumed. A pathetic inci-
dent was the arrival of Hurrey’s brother,
who had ridden over from General Plum-
er's column to mquire after his wounded
brother, only to be in time to witness
his buyial,



The . correspondent goes on to detail

other. engagements, including a stiff ome (Per Press Association.)
at Mooifontein on May 25th, in which WELLINGTUN, this day.
X}rl!‘]vo;; made a severe attack on a The Premicr has informed Mr Wilford,
. / . | , ' . O - Y . 1t
When Plumer’s column reached Stan- M.H.R., thft ‘hle S.Ixrt]l; t;mgmgiilgz} WH;
derton, on the evening of May 29th, return to the colony about the 1 o
they found that the Seventh New Zea- 16th of Apnil.
land Contingent had just left a few - ‘
days previously, trekking to Ermelo un- "WELLINGTON, las{ night
der Colenel Grey. At present in Sam- m T is a li f ght.
derton we have Plumer's column, Be. The _,thmsmg 18 a list o tl}e names of
thune’s column, Knox's column, aud CoL. the officers and men of the Sixth Contin-
Enderby’s column. So the place is tingent who wrived in Australia by the
filled with troops, besides a large re- Cornwall and are coming on te Welling-
Elﬁ?a;ﬁmfhi{;nd a};&e local agg:g!iﬁn& %311 ton by the Monowai, due here on Wed-
rnoon e e de Y r . S lo
froops who  took part in the fight at ]f's.d'l} ‘ulght;. 1I¢ge. 1«"?_00(11{1;5',_ Taylor,
Mooifontein, and read a telegram from Pike, Rooney, Good, Baker, White, Mur-
Lord Kitchener saying: “Whilst the ray, Andrews, Attwood, Alexander. Bar-
Commander-in-Chief regrets the loss, he low, Bryers, Bayly, Bowers, Buttler,
wishes to congratulate the troopers on Beatty, Berntsen, Colhoun, Conner, Col-
their gallant “and successful defence of lins, Coulbrough, Cameron, Doel, Davey,

the ox-convoy.”
Many of the New Zealanders have
suffered from dysentery und other troubles,

Donohoe, Ellis, Fahey, Gleeson, Healing,
Howe, Harrig, Headifen, Hone, Huaris,

176 in all having passed through the Jackson, Kelly, Luther, Leonard, LO:};-
field hospital in three months. Our men dell, Lovegrove, Lawrence, McKenzie,
all speak in high terms of praise of the Marchall, Madill, Maloney, Matheson,
treatment they have received both in the Morton, Marson, Milon, Norrig, Ryumn,
field and base hospitals. Robertson, Scherfer, Stewart, Spencer,
dOurhN;w Zealandldoctﬂr;:ignm;geopg;g- Simonds., 3417 Smith, Strange, Muir,
, had a mnovel ex ce. - . : Y T
m':mdunt Speut had se'm??na, Boer named 5416 Sml&h, :'rlI(}fJIt.,. }Ll'ddm,é., 3&32'“}_111
Grobler with a flag of truce, asking Col. ler, MeGoldrick, Newcombe, —Nalian,
Galway to send out a surgeon to dress O'Donnell, O'Neill, Phillips, 1 OWHHJ Par.
their wounded. Surgeon-Captain Purdy sons, Perham, Philip, Snoswell, Skeet,
volunteered, and left the camp accom- 2304 Smith, Scott, Stevens, Stafford,
E“:meﬂ by an orderly. ~The Boer was Qponee. Turner, Tipler, Walsh, Wright.
lindfolded on leaving ‘our camp until 1 - vne. Picket. Robertson, Harris
the party got beyond the picket lines. Young, Morine, Picket, Robertson, Harris,
The doctor’s name was used as a coun- Kelly, Gillanders, Cassidy, Alexander,
tersign that night. But it was not until Blythe, Bateman, Blakely, Blydon, Black,
just before we commenced trekking that Butchers, Burns, Baylis, Boolong, Chad-
he turned up. When he and the or- N 1wl du o C: 1 C} B
derly appeared on the sky-line they re- wick, Cassidy, Cresswell, Cooling, Cham
ceived a volley from a picket of forty berlain, Darby, Dorward, Dervett, Dun-
Munsters at 600 yards' range. Wonder- can, Elen, Free, Ford, Gebbie, Harrison.
ful to relate, neither were hit, though Hall, Hanlon, Kensett. McKenzie, Mar-
the doctor's horse bucked and rea:.rgd-, tin, Mehrtens, Melton, Murdoch, McColl;
and eventually threw its-rider. The McCullough, Pye, Payne, Ronald, Shields,
Boers, however, caught the horse, which 3650 Smith, 3848 Smith, 3845 Smith,
hed galloped madly back to them, and Salt, Slater, Shand, Saunders, Saver,
sm\%ﬁznmgﬁeca&nogt.or and his orderly ap- Tarbot, I\Ir}lin:.'[‘hrm_ms, Tl‘l?llifl‘]}". ‘Whi.t-
peared around the side of the hill a taker, Watt, Will, Winter, Irwin, Sheerin,
shrapnel was put inta them by the Stubbs, Metealfe, Horne, Hurrey, Whit-
R.H.A. Before another shell could be ney, Skeet, Sherman, Connop, Arm-
fired it was seen that theh ?upm strong, DeLautour, Evatt, Hayward,
Boers were coming in with their han Traser, Cundy, Gravson, Girdlestone, An-
up, and so they reached the outlyin e J . ker. 1 J‘]-:
pickets. I believe that the doctor ha deut_m. Burrel, Bargent, BJLPE'L, Jirket,
a most interesting time with the Boers, Bolstad, Brown, Bourne, Baines, Camp-
and should he care to write his experi- bell, Cameron, Connell, Carley, Clarke,
ences, no doubt they will be worth read- Darlock. Ellis, Evans, Ferguson. Free-
Ing. man, Gibbons, Glen, Griffen, Harlett,

Hurris, Hibberd, Hayes, Hartzell, Joues,
.Tunsen. Laid. Dabman, Lewis, Linklfltvr,

- —_—r
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Lett, McKeown, 3521 Miller, Morvison,
Morgan, Vincent, Willis, Withers, Dun-
can, Johnson, Jones, Cunningham, Guif-
fiths, Dermott, Bishop, Allen, Brittenden,
Bayly, Browne, Curle, Collins, Curne-
gey, Cochrane, Cameron, Callaghan,
Clarke, Dale. Edwards, Earle, Fargn-
har, Green, Horan, Harvey, Hunter, Hall,
Hanley, Hunt, Hepburn, Hulme, Jack,
Johnson, Key, Kenuard, Leckett, Lawred,
Luxford, Lindsay, Lyall, 3767 MecKay,
McKinley, MeLaren, MecLean, Miles,
MelInnes, Mitehell. MeMeekin, Marshall,
3761 McKenzie, Moses. 3772 MeceKay,
Murray, Mickle, Miller, Martindale, Me-
Donald, Nicol. Neill, O'Hogan, O'Keefe,
Parry, Purlon, Ross,” Raper, Standen,
Tavlor, Thompsen, 3806 Wilson, Woad,
3803 Wilson, Withers, Fookes, Dunford,
Antridge, Jury. Lieutenant - Colonel
Banks, Captain Tucker, Surgeon-Captain
O'XNeill, Lieutenants Blenthorn, MecDon-
ald. DBanks, Jones, and Beamish, and
Veterinary-Lieutenant MeMillan are also
with the party.
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