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Jacksons made their mark
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.. . in league, rugby and on the battlefield

THEIR WAY

TAIN GILLIES on local sporting

THE 1908 Anglo-Welsh Lions
rugby tour of New Zealand was
in turmoil. The word was out that
one of the team was in trouble
because of information received
that he had breached the rules
of amateurism and could be sent
home.

Who was the player who had
committed this heinous act
against amateurism?

The name being bandied about

was Frederick Stanley Jackson . . .

or “Big Fred” to his mates.

It seemed almost laughable to
his teammates that the officials
in charge of the tour team would
listen to such nonsense.

But was it nonsense? After all,
there was a bit of a mystery about
Fred’s background.

And that mystery may never be
solved, due to a beautiful Ngati
Porou wahine (woman) who won
the heart of the controversial Brit.

Fresh-faced 18-year-old
Horowai Henderson from Te
Araroa and the imposing prop
met in Napier during that 1908

tour.

Even to this day Fred’s family
have not been able to confirm his
true identity.

But what they do know is that
Fred, a Boer War veteran, was a
true international, playing rugby
for the Anglo-Welsh Lions and
league for New Ze'aland %
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FAMILY LINE-UP: The Jackson
family of Te Araroa produces
many rugby greats. British
and New Zealand rugby and
league legend Frederick Stanley
Jackson is pictured in the 1930s
at McLean Park, Napier, with
his three sons who played for
the NZ Maori team — (from left)
Everard Jackson, Bully (Sydney)
Jackson and Tutu Wi Repa.
Everard was also an All Black
and played 11 matches from
1936-38 seasons.







