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BACK FROM TH: WAR.
QUIETLY WELCOMED HOME,

Three of the hoys whdm we sent away
to the wur with all the fervor of patriotic
enthusiusm returned home by tue uea-
tandia  this mormiug, and ~though  the
oocasion of the duy of ‘mourning preciud-
ed anything like u public receprion, tuey
were not allowed to land without receiy-
JIg & hearty welcome from opr  Cluef
Magistrate, Mr Townley, Uaplain Win-
ver, the head of the volunteer forcey of
vhe district and other citizens. 'I'he re.
turning troopers were Messrs. T. ‘Liotier
and Graham and Gordon Johnstone. Uf
the three, the former looked rather the
worse for wear, though ‘Lroopers Joln-
tone have probably bad the severest
experience, having been stricken with
raking -rhewmatism, dysentéry that eats
the heart -oub of a man, and malaral
tever. . Lrooper Trotter has come through
the war ‘without an ailment or a scraten,
und he is able to laugh at its bardsuips,
Schooled to réughing it at Westrauun
diggings and in bush life in New Zeu-
land, 1t was no hardship for him to uu-
dergo .~ the roving experiences on e

erally been hard and the tucker nome 100
certamn, Trooper Trotter has come
through it smiling, .and he shows his
wppreciation’ of it by - stating that he is
omng back again with a few weeks, after
ae hus seen nis Gisborne friends,  ‘“'l'v
ettle down?” we inquired. . “Well, the
trouble is,” he replied, “that you cannot
settle down. That is the worst of it.
Jne is wanting to be always on the
move and in the excitement. . One day

tings. Now I used to be rather fond of
sucn gatberings—l was a pretty good
aand amongst sheep—but, dear me, it
-eemed to be the tamest thing out.” ¥rom
which it muy be inferred that ~Trooper
Irotter is anxious to get back into tue
firing line again.  Malarial fever lLas
sent him home; in fact, Lieutenant
Hughes said the other Any that no man
required to stay in Africa more than a

Frotter has been u full year away from
aere, having left with the Second Con-
cingent from Wellington on January Znd.
He was with them from Bloemfontein to
Pretoria, and from Pretoria to the Por-
cuguese boundary, and in many a “scrap”
and engugement on the side-tracks since
chen. The severest experience, he says,
was ab the Klip river, before they got
mto Pretoria. ~ He was one of Frencn’s
‘olumn in the rush on Barberton, but
though that read well iy, the papers, he
seys 1t wasn't much, for there was prac-
cically no opposition. = Mr Trotter had
che good fortune to keep the one horse
that he obtained Jn Wellington through-
out the whole campaign, which was a

ear to preserve his health. And Mr
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great matter, for many. poor fellows who
wst their horses and had to:tramp for
days, anxious to keep up, lost all the
fun of the game. The fact of his keep-
g his horse speaks well of thé care he
must have paid to his animal, and ques-
¢cioned about this, the trooper admitted
‘hat it was necessary to “commandeer”
a bug of oats whenever you/could to keep
the poor brute alive. ~As to hardships,
#e says they were not so many, afterall,
[t was wonderful how they were fel, and
t0 see the splendid organisation that kept
¢he army supplied.  Mr Trotter will pos-
sibly “seek a commission to secure . his
ceturn, but in any case he is anxious to
get back. MHe believes there will yet be
v good deal of desultory fighting, and
the boys who are going out, he says, will
ceally have the toughest and most hazar-
dous work of the campaign, for they will
get all' the dangers without all the inci-
dental glory and excitement of a big
engagement. He is glad to  be back
amongst his many old friends, if it were
not for the incessant conviviality necessi-
sated, and when we hear that Trooper
Irotter 'was singing “Life’s Dream s
O’er” at a concert at 2 o’clock this morn-
L.}ﬁl on the Zealandia we sympathige with

~ From another source we hear that this
same Trotler ,“Tommy,” as he is affeo-
slonately termed by his pals, was the life
of the camps wherever he went. A Gis-
Dorne gentleman just réturned from Aus-
tralia states that over there he met many
ceturned men from all the colonies, and
when “asked if they knew Tommy 'I'rot-
ser, the reply was invariably that every-
body knew him. Next to Roberts and
Kitchener, and a few more of- the gener-
als, - he was the best-known man in
Africa. - . : :
Trunpers)ohnstnnea‘ experience has been
of a different order. ot 8o _strong
physically, and having a great deal of
roughing it to do, their health failed to
stancd the strain, and' while they accom-
pn.el the troops through most of -the
sloge'ng work of the-cam aign, they had
aveutually to knock uncﬂr and ~ come
abme invalided. Asked what were their
teelings, locking back on their trip—
pleasant or otherwise—the - reply was
mdefinite.  One of the brothers said that
ae did not think they - would try it
\gatn,. and he fancied that there were few
of those who had really experienced the
Jgrdshﬂs of war who would wish to do
30, ough they were splendidly treat-
:d in hospital, hoﬂEita.l life in’ Africa is
aob a- picnic. Their severest engage-
neat was at the Klip river, -where ‘they
ay ufnf:‘ six hours a ¢ ain or two in front
sf their guns, which were firing over their
Jfﬂ.ds, _t}-nt:j_ ‘if‘u. shell from the latter foil
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short, it did damage to our men. Several
vere killed and wounded, and 'I'rooper
Jdraham Jolinstone received a nasty knock
trom & bit of spent shell, which made
aim sore between the shoulders for &
fortnight or so. ' - The Johnstones ac-
‘ompanied the troops from Bloemfontein
0 Pretoria, thence to  Barberton, and
dack by way of Koomati Poort. They
lave seen much service, and although
still weak from the effects of their ill-
tess, lhave undoubtedly gained both in
shysique and experience from .the . cam-
palgn.  They have, we doubt ‘not, wor-
‘hily represented their Queen and country
1t the front,- and_the district will honor
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:hem for their service.-

The welcome extended the returned men
‘his moriing’ was purely informal. There
#ill be a public reception of a hearty
1at e when the other men come back.
The Johnstone brothers, we may add,
we ‘on furlough . for six months, " being
m full pay. They are commanded to do
10 work, and to toke every cure of
‘hemselves, so as to reguin health, It
8 possible they may be sent t9 Rotorua

-0 recuperate.



