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VISIT TO THE CITADEL
AN EYPTIAN RACE MEETING

. : R
Trooper Guy Woodward, writing’ tu
‘his parents from ¥Zeitun® Camp, “Caito.
under date Tebruavy 12, ‘safs:— v
. When 1 wrote last we'jhad : practic
ally been ordered to . proceedyto sPales
tine, but since! the Turkish: attack * ha:
‘practically eéased aund they ave in ‘ful
retrgat, t 16", liag - been décided ;nut - to.
| bothier, with* them, and tne”consequenst
|j1s"wetare: still YWere and completing o
t-l‘illl’llllg:_";”‘}! . . .
‘We dwéretall “of” us, glad: of the chauce
of 'seeingy] _:"gy[:));t,, withhits old monument-
and ¢ historical*i

interest ; «but. now.eviry
.one is. heattily sick of'the.ceaseless sana
and hot;days with intenselyjcold®nights.
Qe »trailiing < has _been Y slackened bupt s
‘great dealtlately .owing to-thie fact tha:
the : doctors - complained thatkthe men
though willing could not pdssibly stand
the strain we were -undergding.4 Al
lfands practically had to go;to- hospit

m one complaint or another, butrdiivin,
Jfhe past fortnight since®we have Vi
mmore rest and less strenous work, st
!general health has improved wonderfully.

Last Tuesday weck the reinforcement.
arrived from -New Zealand, all well and’
happy. Their horses are good, but nu:
better than ours, and you should see my
‘black “*Emperor.” "He has never beuw
out of action for a single day, and is «
splendid walker and . well up to iy
weight. Our horses do not pet fed un
chaff now, in tact they have not scen
chaft since the first fortnight.  ‘Lhex
eat & native chalt called “Tibbin,” inuds
of small maize stalk shredded; crusheu
barley, bran and maze are mixed with
il. They are fed five times a day to
keep ‘them up Lo their work. First thing
in morning at 6.15, dinmer 12.15, even-
ing 4.30; hay at 8 o'clock, and another
feed at midnight. None of them are
fat; but they -are very hard now and
they certainly require plenty of feed
when all the work. is over soft sand—
very heavy going.

Un Sunday last in the alternoon threo
of us went to the citadel—the. oldest
fortification now standing in Egypt, and
went ‘through the wonderful mosyue
there, said to be the most elaborate 1
Egypt. The citadel was built nearls
1000 years ago by an  Arabian con:
queror of Egypt, Saladin, and has been
several times besieged. ™ 1t was ruled
by Saladin’s successors until a great
Turkish ruler Mahoniet Ali again con-
quered it. This -Khedive built the mos- |
que we saw, and you will notice in the
postecards I “sent orviginally three {iall|
minarvets, representing three mosques,
the tallest of the three iy that of Ma-
homet Ali.

On passing through the huge gates ol
the mosque one enters a huge court-
yard paved in colored parquetry 4 ol
strange and quaint design. . In the
centre of the courtyard, as is the cus
tom in every temple, .there is a huge
fout. This particular ‘one ig connected
with an . up-to-date water supply now
and has a large number of silver taps
at which every believer must wash him-
salf thoroughly clean before he  enters
the inner temple. The guide showed us
the old source of the water supply, a
huge well no less than 242 feet deep.
One can shout down the mouth and hear
echoes apparently down in the nether
regions. The old kgyptians had somec
wonderful method of pumping this water
into ‘& huge cistern which occupies the
whole of the outer courtyard, and over
which the floor was bwlt. Our guide
could not explain the system they used,
but it must have been very wonderful.
This washing font is covered by a large
rotunda arrangement of beautiful, elab-
orate designed stonework-in colors; and
the top is occupied by a tower which
containg a clock - presented to Mahomet
Ali by King Philip of Spain, and.which
still keeps most accurate time. By this
clock all the services are held, and the
Mahommedans point it out with con-
siderable pride. By the way, we bhad
to’ wear ‘huge sandals over our boots
when we entered the mosque, und it is
quite the contrary to cusiom “to allow
anyone to enter with boots on. "All pil-
grims leave their sandals or boots out-
sida tha daor. " .

VPassing through other nagnificenti
doors one enters the inuer temple, and
the first view of this one was wonder-
ful. ‘It was about 300ft by 150t wide.
‘or . rather more if anything. The floor
was entirely covered by a 'Eflltge Turkish
pile carpet of a rich crimson’color. The
roof, supported by four huge pillars, and
the centre of the dome just 200ft from’
‘the floor. The wallg and pillars are en-
tirely faced with beautiful white alabas-
ter, and at the corners of these pillars
when a match was held behind them,
one could almost see  through them.

The lighting is provided by" beautifui
stained glass windows i the daytime,
and by 365 separate electric chandeliers
or clusters at night. These. clusters re-
presenting thé days of the ‘year. 'A
‘huge chandelier 1 silver hangs in the
cenitre, and is a masterpiece of cut glass
work, and pendants which reflect every
light and movement in the huge room.
MThis chandelier was presented to Ma-




homet Ali by KingL Louis X1V., of
Frouce, and cost thousands of pounds..

Next one was struck by the wonder-
ful' ceiling; 1t is {Tlepiglled',,b‘\’_ ¢bnegn-
tric semicivelés working outwavds frony
the huge centre dome. The puinting
and carving of ‘these ceilings alone ix
estimuted ‘to have cost oyer £50,000,
and one small “semicircle done’ récently
cost £2000. " There are inscriptions from
the Kuran worked into all ‘these designs
and the namés of Mahomet Ali and all
his descendants also appear. = li the
_eastern wall in each mdsgue there 1s a
huge 'semicircular dépression or niche
which' they ise as an allar, ‘and every
believer must face this when' ot pray-
ers. Inside’ tliere are three sgparite
pulpits or desks. One from which the
JSoran is recited, not read ‘remember,
as ‘every priest must Know the eutire
Koran by  heart. This is the most
e!uﬂmrate, and iy inlaid with gold, sil-
ver, ebony, und ivory in a most wonder-
ful ‘manner and does not contain a single

nail, nothing but wooden pegs hold it/

together. The second desk, not quite so

‘good in design, is .used. for " sermans.i

“and’ the third for special'feasts, T im-
| agine conversions, etc. Tu & separate
| transept, . behind supeyb carved: ivory’
screens, ong sees the casket: containing
the mummified body of the builder.
This, casket is a work of art in jtself.
and something sunilar to the Koran
desk in design. Thig" temple would ove-
cupy a writer for a, whole tveck, and L
personally could:find new interest in it
every:. day .for a  month, “but time s
limited, and its _very cold.  One’s
thouights could not hut go back through
timé and space, and I thought of the
tales ‘those walls could unfold of life
and death. It was I think the most
interesting sight 1 have seen, and later
we went through another temple older
still, outside the citadel walls. 1 shall
try to tell you about it next week. ..us
citadel was besieged by Napoleon about
100 years dgo, —and the 'walls of the
temples still: hold. the cannon balls he
fired, with' no 'damiage to them.  Na-
puleon removed many of the magnificent
inlajd doors of the temples and present-
ed them to the “'Louvre” at Pavis, Per-
haps [ may yet see them . there.
'lL]mntJrodps now" have a weekly half-
holiday on Satwrday, and yesterday |
made one of a party to ‘go.to  the
IKhadival Sporting_'(‘,’iu}t,{l's race .meaping,
at’ Gizerah, just across the Nile from
Cairo proper. The horses are of course
all Arabs, and are the finest boned and
)E_l‘t)portfi_ongd and colored imaginable.
T'hey have: lovely eyes, maneg and tails,
and they do move prettily. 'The betting
is on totalisator odds in two different
ways. You may back a horse to win

ways. You may back a horse to win
outright, or you may back him for ‘u
place, 1st, 2ud, or 3rd. The invest-
ments are in 100 '0r 20 piastre tickets,
£1 Egyptian, or 4s odd: In’ the" event
of winning: in the strdight out-bet the
odds are much  greatér” than place bet-
ting, usually, although the two' divs are
worked oul separately. = Tor instance,
yesterday in the last*race the first horse
paid 1118pt for 20pt "ori 1st,” and only
120pt for-1st-place. -Sorry to sdy that
T did not back him, but I backed the
2nd and 3rd horses for places, and mado
a few piastres. Had a very enjoyable
day at least, and after paying a)l ex-
penses had lost about 40pt, or 8s odd
on the seven races. It is an education
to wateh the French people at a race
meoting ; their extreme politeness, viv.
acity, and neatness are trily marvellous,
and the womenfolk seem to grow into
their frocks, and sure one sees the
latest in fashion and vpowder and wvaint.
X ; v

met Captain Twistleton, Tom Mossman,
Albert  Pritchard, Herbert and “Jack
Wihite, : and fmany other old pals. Bes-
mond tMossman. camé out from England
with ‘the !New ,Zealanders from there,
and: is now attachied ‘to the 3rd Auck-
land , Mounted * Rifles of our Regiment.
Most of the Gisborne:men are altached

to tthe s 12th { Otago Mounteds as Divis-

‘ional ¢ Cavalry, ‘but '1 believe they have

been split up atlittle. e

“T.onet Mr Bremner the otheryda; he
is .with the:2nd Canterbury *Mounteds,
and® has been all *the! time isince’ we
landed. He’s a fine old- fellow,tand is
certainly doing his duty. .

i T.am perféctly well;and fit; but: X do,
want a change again. . The ' canal€bugi,
ness seems to be :practically oyer, val-
though one would never be surprised to
hear of another attack at any moment.






