From: New Zealand Freelance, January 12, 1944

Kiwi Boxer Punches Notes

R. W. Withell (Ashburton), at one time holder of the New Zealand heavyweight and light-
heavyweight boxing titles, fries out a new euphonium recently presented, with other
instruments, to the 27 N.Z.E.F. Base Band in Middle East, by Lt-Col. F. Waite (left), on behalf
of the New Zealand National Patriotic Fund Board.

Ashburton Boxer Has Good Win

A team of New Zealand boxers scored a win over a unit team from the R.A.F. in the Middle
East recently. The points totals were:  New Zealand 14, RAF. 11.

A splendid win by Ron Withell, formerly of Ashburton, in the final contest gave the New
Zealand team a margin of five bouts to one, after very close boxing.

Withell, amateur heavyweight champion of New Zealand in 1938, represented this country at
the Empire Games in Sydney that year, when he was little more than a novice, though resolute
and vigorous. In his latest bout, he displayed science as well as pluck, and won narrowly on
points against Sergeant Edwards, a rugged two-handed fighter.
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Out of 91 contests, H. Freeman’s 1937 Boxing School from Ashburton, took 70 trophies. Bac
row, from left: A. Brool.s, P. Connolly, J. Robinson, L. Lister, R. Tonks, W. Tonks, F. Hill.
Second row; I. McGrath (second), E. Ward, R. Hunt, C. McCandlish, G. Melrose, D. Hanrahan,
J. Ward, R. Plunket, C. Horsburgh, R. Hawke (second). Third row: J. Horsburgh, R. Tonks_,?g.
Withell (NZ heg}"ryvag_ig_}l‘n_chgggiop), Les. Adams (professional welterweight), H. Freeman {in-
structor), R. Smith, F. Hill, A. Melrose, R. Vincent. Front row: D. McDougal, 1. MecDougal, J.
McDonnell, T. Tonks, B. McDougal, G. Aldridge. Inset is T. Lister (New Zealand light
heavyweight champion).
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