A direct descendant

created the history of the

province,

ph Baigent = a grandson of
e first settlers at Wake-

ded in tHe colony with his|
ship Clifford on May

Old llock

n{omco!

land by ballot,

action, & very close friend, Mr

it

selt won the Military Medal
the fighting In Passchendacle.

The loss of his arm saw Mr,
Baigent in three hospitals, and
finally transterred  to Oaklands)
Park Hospital, by the River
‘Thames, which was principally|
for war smputees. There he took
& six-month course in wool-class-
ing. :

DOWN TO THE BULLER.
From the hospital Mr

Don't be surprised if 1061 turns
out 1o be the Year of the Great
Migration, We are prepared to
predict that, whether they want to
or not, New Zealand’s Prime Min-
ister and Cabinet members will
knock out an oversess mileage
equal to the greatest that Labour
could produce, and (hat depart-
mental men will not be far behind

returned to his mother's farm,
and married in 1919, Shortly af-
ter his marriage the young
couple drew a block of Buller|
not far from

t, | cess. Undeterred by the isolation,

and with no road ac-|

and the dangers of always having
to cross the Buller River, they
et to work to clear a farm.
Living in a tent —and a hut,
they cleared first the flats and
en. and, ance enough
land was cleared, they started a|
mailkc delivery to a nearby Fublic
Works camp wh!n e
were ail-
‘way from Gll:lhﬂpe “Thi feant |
 crossing the Buller daily.” Stock!
kad to be swum across the river
‘and driven to Murchison for any|
sgles—a trip that took threc days.|
“Living meant hard work in
those days,” recalls Mr Baigent,
| “but it was worth every minuts
of it, During the depression

Already the quick overseas jaunt
planned by Mr Holyoake for
March—it is made necessary by the
holding of a Commonwealth Prime
MinisterS' conference—is showing
signs of gewing out of hand. A
trip to Ameriea to meet the new
Prosident, a foray into the world
of Sixes-and-Sevens on the Contin-
ent, a stop-off in India, Pakistan,
Indonesia—all the: d others too
are being stirred into the itinecary,
They are all highly necessary, as
must clearly appear to the Na-
tional Party now from Wie Govern-
ment benches,  The place of
r, of course, is the target-area
of criticism; but we wonder now
how some of those comments of a
few months back would ssund.
Should the Prime Minister travel
50 much? Should he be also our
Minister of External Affairs?

In this 1961-63 session we may
be the first to make such remarks,
directed at Mr Holyoske, It
is'a good time to make them, see-
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ing that so far he has not left the
% {country, We are prepared to| be
y wager, however, that we shall not
be the last.

Ministers Away 1
It is a fair prediction also wiat
more than half the Cabinet will
have managed an overseas frip, |,
albeit a short one, by the end of
this year.

The first in the fleld, the Minis-
ter of Industries and Comu
LM J. Marshatl) will be off to
| Australia shortly to have s close
1ol at the Australian tarllf sys-
+ The Gavernment Is com-
 mitted {0 the seiling up of & tarifl
|advisory board, and Australia has
i which is purpose enough for

| cauld
too 1

L his visit. | b
| One might expect {hat Mr Mar- |
{shall, in his new role as Minister of
43 Trade, will be the most| s
travelled of all the new Cabinet.

Logically he should be in  the
middle of the Eurapean trade skir-
mish. as well as being In Austra-
lia, Indonesia (where we hope to
extend markets), in various other,
Pacific countries, and in India,
Pakistan and Africa. Wilh trade
posts either established or planned
in these areas, Mr Marshall will be
one Minister never short of an
excuse for travel—it he wishos (0| gy

i

B0 s
Amang others with early book-
ings must be Included the Minister
the

{Agriculture (Mr W. H. Gillespie), |
and the Minister of Detence (hir
D.J. Eyre
| The list may be expected to grow
very rapidly after next Monday's
ng of Cabinet. The. trips
nominated—and this applies par-
ticularly to Mr Marshall's—will be
hurried ones, by men eager to get
ind; "'"‘w’;: on with the job, And the deci-

s NELSON NATURE
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’By A

A correspondent from Tadmor, | moutl
R.D.2, Wakeficld, writes In ask-| like 1
ing if eels are dangerous,  She | colout
grant to establish stated that her grandson  had | biack,
his farm—having| been chased by a big black eel | browr

any years—but| that had “two liftle white tusks
o1 perhaps teeth on each side of
-|its jaw, which curved upwards
cver the sides of the upper jaw or
Up” M;

“Does such an eel exist?"
Well, the answer to this ques-
I’.'Jm is definitely no. The teeth
of {freshwater eels are minute
and form bands on the roof of the
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Nelson, & term on the Walmea

president of the Nelson Agricul-
tural and Pastoral Association,
and was the first president of the
present Stoke League,

He Is a Justice of the Peace
{and iz on the council of the Nel-
son branch of the Justices of the
Peace Ha has also
worked hard on the affairs of the
War

WIDE EXPERIENCE
Ploneer farming has given Mr
Joseph Bnllent a r.zemanns

I farming. He mar.anea almtrlcl!y
on ks farm in 1926, using & direct
current hydro-clectric plant. He
sutfered {locd, famine, and fire,
while isolated by the Bu]m-,
while In one disastrous fire early
in his frming career on his own
‘account ﬂta equnlu suffered the
Toss of

On comlll' to' Nelson the
Freozing Works capitalised on
his knowledge, and for the last
20 Mr Baigent has been a
akg| fat stock drltl!rm"l.llhuuxh this
iz my last year, he comments.

Mr Balgent fn now & direetor ot
the company.  * o
To keep his hand in at farming,
his  beautifully situated home,
Ol yith panoramic views of the
Walmea Estuary,  the Tasman
Hills, Tasman Bay, snd Waka-

puaka, i§ surrounded by 140 acres
of land running 300 ewes. '
Recalling Kis first experience
of driving a car, Mr Balgent sald
that, shortly after he came back
from World War 1, he went
driving Wwith Mr H. E. Everett,
5| Who sutfered the loss of both his
in the war, Mr Everett had
way from Rich-

an
earthqu uatll informed of it|
:::wcmnnmuﬂbvlmd

driven halt th

mond to his home, when hn turn-

#d and sald: “Come on your.

turn now, I did it wlun:ut logs,

you do It without an arm!
 Today

films — and
4 books idolising men who
|have tmmma i it ot RN
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