
2nd Lt.
Bruce 
Ingham 
Dent

1st Battalion, 
Fiji Infantry Regiment

1. 1 Killed in action 
 Action in book: The History of the 
 Fiji Military Forces 1939 -45

1. 2  Roll of Honour
 Newspaper clipping, circa 1944

1. 3  Military Cross
 Citation

1. 4  Medals
 2nd Lt. B.I.Dent’s medals held by 
     Auckland War Memorial Museum

Fact file #1



2nd Lt. Bruce Dent Killed in Action **
The leading scouts had hardly got through the perimeter when they 
were fired on from a low hill.
‘A’ Company was sent forward to deal with the enemy who were well 
dug in, and had three machine-gun posts. On one side of the hill 
was a swamp, and on the other a minefield. As it was impossible to 
outflank it a frontal attack was made. This was repulsed with several 
casualties to the Fijians.
After several attempts to dislodge the enemy, a withdrawal was made 
and artillery support called for. A heavy barrage was laid down and the 
feature attacked again, and eventually secured. Three Japanese 
prisoners were taken after the machine-gun posts were silenced, while 
a 75 mm gun was captured.

The action which lasted all day cost the Battalion one officer, 
2nd Lieut. Bruce Dent killed, and 14 other ranks wounded.

 ** Excerpts from; “The History of the Fiji Military Forces, 1939 - 45”

David Duncan

2nd Lt. Bruce Ingham Dent. 
285658
1st Battalion, Fiji Infantry Regiment. 
Platoon Commander ‘A’ Company. 2nd Coy.

Killed in action. Machine-gun. 1200 hours, March 25th 1944. 
Age: 22. 
Student.

KILLED IN ACTION ROLL OF HONOUR



“Second Lieutenant Bruce Ingham Dent (285658).
 Between the 31st January 1944 and 2nd February 1944, 
Second Lieutenant Dent commanded a combat and reconnaisance 
patrol in Japanese held territory in the vicinity of Pipipaia on the east 
coast of Bougainville.
On 31st January, Second Lieutenant Dent received word that 
Japanese were in the vicinity of Pipipaia village. He determined to push 
on...until on the morning of 1st February his platoon made contact 
with the enemy. Second Lieutenant Dent decided to engage them, and 
by his complete disregard and skill in handling the situation, inspired 
his men who succeeded in definetly killing 47 Japanese and possibly 
more and NO casualties were suffered by Second Lieutenant Dent’s 
platoon...When the enemy showed no signs of following Second 
Lieutenant Dent withdrew to his base in Ibu.
 Again from the 6th to 7th February 1944 Second Lieutenant 
Dent on reconnaisance in the same area made contact with a 
Japanese ambush and so capably handled his platoon that after a stiff 
fire fight he was able to withdraw: two Japanese having been killed for 
certain and probably several othere from grenades. His platoon again 
suffered no casualties.” 

MILITARY CROSS



2nd Lt. Bruce Ingham Dent’s World War 2 war medals held by the Auckland War Memorial Museum

COLLECTION LIST :

1  MEDALS

                 a.)             b.)      c.)           d.)              e.)                 f.)    a.)        

a.) Military Cross (and box). 
b.) 1939 Star.   
c.) Pacific Star.   
d.) Defence medal.  
e.) War Medal 1939 - 1945. 
f.) New Zealand Service medal. 

3 MILITARY CROSS MEDAL PRESENTATION NOTE

 Printed presentation note.

2  MEMORIAL CROSS

 Memorial Cross and box.
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“Mopping-up operation”   26.3.1944 -   10.4.1944 Oct 2016

“Soldiers in the air”     29.12.1943 - 15.2.1944 Nov 2016

NARRATIVES   EVENT /YEAR  CREATED

1. 1 Killed in action  Excerpt from The History of the Fiji Military Forces 1939-45
1. 2  Roll of Honour  Newspaper clipping, circa 1944
1. 3  Military Cross  Citation
1. 4  Medals   2nd Lt. B.I.Dent’s medals held by 
    Auckland War Memorial Museum
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