Pilot Officer Ian Alexander GRANT NZAF
NZ 414283


Born Shanghai, Kiangsu, CHINA 18 February 1918.
Parents 	Lilian Rose RATCLIFF
		John EADIE

Ian attended the Cathedral School in Shanghai. Later he served 6 months with the Shanghai Volunteers
In 1940 he is shown employed as a Clerk with Woolworths Ltd, Auckland, NZ. He joined RNZAF and served at the Levin air base as an Airman Pilot until 27 July 1941 he is then with 4EFTS (Flying Training School?) until Sept 1941 after which, he embarked for Canada on 17 November 1941 to train with the Royal Canadian Air Force at their base in Saskatoon, Canada (4SFTS)He attained his Pilots badge and SGT/Comm status on 27 March 1942.
On 1 May 1942 he embarks for UK being attached to the RAF and based at Bassingbourn, Cambridgeshire becoming a part of 11 Operational Training Unit. His task was training pilots in night bombing missions in the Vickers Wellington 1C aircraft.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On 16 September 1942 Bomber Command ordered 369 planes into the air to bomb the city of Essen in the Ruhr Valley. This is where the heavy weapons factory KRUPP was located. To achieve the high numbers of aircraft all local Training units were mobilized. To this end Pilot Grant took to the air at 20:30 on the 16th from Bassingbourn in Wellington DV 480 with a 5-man crew (normally 6) the plane was brought down on the Dutch coast killing all the crew. Subsequently the bodies of Pilot Grant and his Navigator James Lyders SPEEDY NZ411950 were washed ashore on Oberflakkee Island and are buried at the Ouddorp General Cemetery, Dorpsweg, Ouddorp, Oberflakkee, Netherlands.  His memorial stone is located in Row 1, grave 3. That of JL Speedy is at Row 1, grave 1.

No 11 Operational Training Unit

Formed in 1940 as a part of No6 Group, RAF Bomber Command, Bassingbourn it was set up to train night bomber aircrew. During 1942 it operated 7 operational night bombing missions.
At the end of September 1942 11 OTU relocated to RAF Westcott and its satellite at RAF Oakley.
11 OTU was disbanded on 18 September 1945.
RAF Bassingbourn flew mainly the Bristol Blenheim and the Vickers Wellington. The No 6 Group Bomber Command was a unique Group due to its Canadian nationality. The motto of the Group was
“SOLLERTIA ET INGENUM” (Initiative and Skill)


The detail of the raid on Essen of the 16/17 September 1942 I have taken from: -

The Bomber Command war Diaries: An operational reference book.
ISBN 978-1-78346-360-2
Reprinted 2014 by: -
Pen and Sword Books, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire.

16/17 Septenber 1942.

ESSEN.

369 aircraft, including aircraft from the training groups.
39 aircraft – 21 Wellingtons, 9 Lancasters, 5 Stirlings, 3 Halifaxes, 1 Whitley lost. 10.6% of the force

Although much of the bombing was scattered, this was probably the most successful attack on this difficult target.
There were 33 large and 80 medium fires. 8 industrial and 6 transport premises were hit.
The KRUPPS works were hit by 15 high explosive bombs and a crashing bomber loaded with incendiaries. There was much  housing damage. In Essen and its immediate surroundings 47 people were killed and 92 injured.
Many other towns were hit, in particular BOCHUM with50 fires and 4 people dead, WUPPERTAL with13 dead, HERNE with a large fire in a lorry garage, and COCHEMa small town on the Moselle 90 miles South of ESSEN, which received 1 bomb destroying 4 houses and killing 15 people.

The crash site of Pilot Grants plane is given as Springersdiep, Netherlands.



[v——

o, g, At 1

ke

ot e Cam St v Lo o e ot
o o s

el o i o o Akt 2
iR e et T O
e G T Tt o ot
ot S Corae (S s P
e STyt i

Tl et g il RAF b
Ehan Gt e s o 1 o Tacoate.
B e o e s o s oo
i

e 1ot o s 53
o e ey Tt b B e
e o e b b et
Tt v o T Pt G o e 0
e b o g e a5 oo oy )
et v oo ot i SOy
et o i g e SEEOY AT
e otk e e e
o Comtory, e, O Coos ot s

il ot R St
=

ot st

Frmain 19435 o e RAF Bt Conmond B
st ot e O 42 s

ot s
e T ————

SOLLERTIET NGEAF e S




