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June 8th 1915

“I am now on board this troopship waiting to go to the front again. I am very bucked at the thought of going back again after so much period of inertness. I have had almost providential escape for my battalion particularly & practically all our 2nd Brigade of which the Howe Battn. forms a part has been wiped out in an attack on June 4th. My great pal Norman is among the killed & all the others are great friends, so it is a bit of a shock.

But I am not going to let even this get me down in the dumps.

John Norman was a splendid chap, my bosom friend of this show and at Cambridge and I feel his loss irreparable & I can’t believe that he is dead. What a glorious death to die in action, & of course I now am put out that I was not there with them to share their deaths. Please go & see Mrs Norman & Mr. & also his fiancée & use your unrivalled powers as a help in times of trouble.

Especially after her being so kind when I was hit. Give her everything of sympathy that I can offer her from my heart, & tell her I lose a dear pal who was the best thing out here to me. Our officer losses were 8 killed & 3 wounded, so I tremble to think of the men’s losses.
All my A Company Officers are dead now & I am the one who is going to avenge them, so look out for trouble ye Turko- Germans.

I am just off to ------------- into action again & I ahve every confidence & faith in the future whatever is in store for me, and I am going to do something before long.”

