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Hartley  
This photo, taken 1915, was used in the Auckland Weekly and local papers when Hartley 
was mistakenly reported killed in action. ( instead of one Hector V Palmer ) 
This led to Church services being held for, and condolence telegrams received by, the 
Palmer family 
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Diary transcription 
H V Palmer 
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Front cover of Hartley’s Diary 
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Hartley Palmer 
      Brightwater 
          Nelson 
             New Zealand 
Next to Kin 
H. T. Palmer 
      Brightwater 
         Nelson 
              NZ 
To be forwarded in case of accidents 
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Note  
The bottom half of this page of the diary is missing, what appears is the bottom half of the 
next page  
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25th Sunday 
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of bullets was over, I got a place so as I could lay in and looked around and within a 
dozen yds I could see seven men, three killed and four wounded I could not get to them to 
give them help, it was a awful sight watching one poor begger (sic) lying with his head 
blown open dying he laid about three hours then I could see he had stopped breathing, I 
could see further down the line more wounded men groaning and struggling and asking 
for help but no one could get near them 
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