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~:aouB LBy

Cpl. PHELM?..

16/S2E OM

321440 Q80I3Y

E (a) G;:PTURJ.J

. _ I was capturcd at ﬂﬁ“LEUlu (CR:TPj an + Jun 41 and taken to a 1]
Nt ' prlson camp on the 1.W, coast of the. msland. i B
.. Qaptured -
CBPHAKTA (b) ATTFHIT mSC PR INC)RLTL.-
(CRETE ).

I escapcd from. this prison camp at nlﬂhu, along with Sgt. B“RKDR.
om Wb went to the MW, corner of the island, and 1 lived with peasants for
25 3ep 42 a considerable time while we worc trying to find sbme means of getting..
* Recaptured. away. Sgt. B/RVFR and T perted company, cnd from. about 6 Jun 471 to

. - 25 8ep 42 T vwas wlth a GRFTE peasant who was also trylng to avoid the
Gormans.

Wo lived mostly in thc hlllu, occaslonally v:altlng his home.
Bveantually T mot four fustralians,” Ve werd armed with Cerman tommy suns
and pistols and captured a- patrol boat wulch.pllud botween the M.We const
of CRETE and the Greel: mainland cerrying oll. o went round the const
for about 60 miles till we reached the vieinity of SPHLKTS, our ided being
to try to pick up hore British troops.. *e had bheen told that there werc
no German outposts on the coagt,.but whon we ealled in at o small cove '
and dropped’anchor, a German post opeusd up over our bows ywith machine’
Buns, o had a Greek crow of seven, whom we put into a small boab and
sent tOquds thc Gormans Whll? wWe dlved off *hc bllnu side of the boat

: /and SWAMe e e

et
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s Rgmﬁjmifommmo F.453 et STRAMBERG, aboub 3

b 'l::m_cd ’oo escape “Prom: th:.u pr:L.;on by _ 185 _
_I w_as ceugh‘c alnos*b :.rmned:.a‘bely affer: leavz_ng the ‘bua.'.{_.d:i.ng."-
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opl. Bcrt LR}BTRONG. £ 8

_..Gnr. Frec’lcrmk SmEE’."'

“Rfne Michael BRALLe: bl v
bor't %DZTZEI..--_ * Wl e

.aken Aol : tho c:r.va.l pr:l.son in: (}_AIJ‘TAS and“lcept t

A mon*b'h CHere I was - :1.n1:orrogatcc‘l ‘by tho' Gestapo who could not

beliove that. our 'party had beon on the igland since the. Brmt:r_ !
__evacua”c:t.on, anc‘i thought we werc spcc:.-_al Sc.rv:l.oo ‘oroops." f

mall c:l.v:l.l

-Z U:ppcr S:Llr..s:i.a),' which T.

.ut Iu,MC_?,DORF I was - put on-a worlung'party and semﬂ; inFe :
-miles. fron. the: czechosl'OVak

: i;fronta.er, ‘Where I-vas employed ia a cemcn‘s I‘ac’cory which Wwas alsol

- 'producing alumz.m_um.
- fobr months. .
o but owas. in uniforte
Crcaught trying tc board-a ‘goods - “traine :
~ having already boen nine days in a civilian gaol, T rcce:_vcd no. furthc,r e

g

1 Jun o
Captured

i s SPHf-Km ‘

'_I"e'b 2{.2 :
;:‘balag VITIB..

30 May 40
Capt ured

FRANCE.

29 Mar 4

" Hscaped

- BRUTHEN
L apr b1

Recaptured, - -

WEIDEN

30 May 42

. -Bscaped,
- KRAFFITZ

up in order that I might be registered and writc to my peoplc.

' acccmpam.ccl by 8gte . TAYLOR
were takon to DRESDING.

_For'_c_:..stcrs, and Cgpl. T,

R escapod from 'bh:z.s factory alone: afbor abou.

" 4 had’ maps and- compas.scs ‘which I hed got from Ozechs,

- walkod aboub 65 kms, in the hills and was then
T wos sent back to TLMSDORF;: hu‘b

punighnicnte

2 P’ce.' SiLWRW‘OOD

(a) CLPTURE.

T was captluréd at SPHAKRIA on 1 Jun 41 aftor waiting four days 'inl
the hope of being evacuatbed. T ‘escaped almost immodistely from the
prlson camp and wags at. l:l.ber'ty for about a month. T then gave myscli
ifter
T collocted a certain amount of. food I oscaped again from the camp (at
G;‘,L;”f,s) and was at large in CRATE for aboul soven months, but found it
impossible to get off the isiand, I was Tiunally rocapturcd in Dc,c J+‘I,¢
and reached gtalag VITIB in Fob 11.2._ oo _
ST S,

3‘ r. qpx‘.

( ) CLFTURE, _ .
_ T was capturced on 30 May 40 nza.c'!w'\y betwoen CASSEL and I)UNKI’RL

Wwith a party consisting of an officer and nine O,Rs. who were trying

to reach the coasﬁ.

(B)

(1) go‘c away on 29 Mar L1 from o working party at BRUDHEN (GERIANY 4
1,000 OOO, Sheet 118 6560) where T was warking in the mines, I was
R,.T.1Rk. e hid did a wagon of coal and
The Germans started unloading the coal’ and. .
knocked off hefore completing the jdb. e moved to ancther train which
took us sbout 50 kmse back the way-we had comes Ve changed into another
train and got as far as YRIDEN (South of PLAUEN, SAXONY §(GERILNY,
1,000,000, shect 134, ‘10355!:,) Tn WREIDEN wo were discoverced in a box
wagon by railway officisls on 4 4pr. e were sent back to LAMSDORF,
where T reccived ik Qa_f..i in the cells. My foot were f‘rost’bitten on
thisg attc,mpt. : .

A.T_MHPTTD .mSCIa PES. -

(:L:L) on 30 Hay 42 T cucapod from a.paper factory at. KR}‘PPITZ (G ““',I\IY, '
1,000,000, sheot 117, 9590} nocar OFPEIN with Q,M_ Se VWEITCN. .:.homooa
‘*.&"J‘I.EGEIR; Doract Tncgt. We hid in a -wagon '.LOaétec'i

.,-f )
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1)160%) from STOOKHOLM.
nardian angol had .. B
mee  This vas takon to
s satkisfactory, 0 7
probably without -
g 2 o.camp is now o
‘Tho. Gergans did not take. any action:which 'would indicate '

ho censorship. a

-:aoussafay

$he lettor lad becn noticed in any waye . Sghe - .
o-s6ud &' posteard to indicatc: how he-had: pgot on, @7
pve o My (Oples PHETANYS:): dntentio) 5 to escapo with Opl. Jobn Binny, - . [
R BJM B 50 whoshad boen sent: back from-his last working party on a’charge
- . of stealing two German blankets from the Kommande before he cscapeds . -
' Col..BARRY ‘end I (Cple PHELAN) got oursclves pat od the same working
© - party on.which Ptes SILVEROOD and Spr. STHONS Were already employeds
- This. gormendo was: 117 4t OPFELN (GERMANY, 150005000, Sheet 117, 9515 )
.':.(:B_aku Cement '-Fa'ctcry) . R s Sk T @ g B

- On the firsh day -¢én the Iion;lﬁiandq'. BAI?RY:;,.th speaks. Flucné Gorman,
had 'a' gharrel with n Cormsn forenan s A8 a result of which he was sent
back to Stalag VIIIB. LI : : ' '

v6/€LE OM

After this the threc of us joined forcos. Before leaving the
Stalag we had all been individually in touch with the mecape Conmittee -
and hac been supplied cach with an susweis and a permit to travel by
- Schnellzugs - These were type-tmitten docoments, Tn the case of Opl.
FHELLN a photograph wes sntbached to the fusweis.

331430 QHOO3H

We had the following equipment;-

( i)  Moncy.
Cple DHELN,

| 200 RM, from the Bscape Commitbec and o further 250 mi. obtained
by selling food, ctc, : B

NOISS IWd3d LNOHLIM ATTYD IHAYED0i0Hd g3DN008dIE 38 0L LON - LHDIYALYD

Pte. STTLVERWOOD and Spr. STMMONS.

\

. SILVERWOOD got 100 R, from a B/ in oxchange for a romittance
form for £6.. The Hscape Committee provided 80 Rl for the two of us,
and we raised sn additional 20 RM. - making about®Z00 RM, in all botween
us, : ' : -

(44)  Clothirg.

Cpl. FHELAW,

. Onmy first day in ,RBETPSKOMMANDO 117, Ople BARRY got in touch
Wwith a Pole who gave ne a suit of civilian clothes in exchange for a .
palr of boots and a pair of pants,  This suit consisted of a blue sokgoe

.Jacket and gréy worsted krousors. T had civilian shoes and shirt from
hoing, o : , % ,

Pte. smmﬁr;‘otmf_;:

: III had a'le_‘el;lc:\h overcoat wh_ioh had been retailored in the Stalag
- and dyed black, a pair of 1,8, trousers dyed black, and a blue denim _
" Jackets = pecause of the thinness of my Jacket I had to wear oy .overcoat
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ﬁbclng 1n ono blllct ﬂnd thc two othcrs An anothcr. EHTLLN escapodu

. from tho: blllct about 1835 hrs. by cuttlng thc wire! surroundlngft i
lavatory, . 3t..and’ ¢ ; med
:ﬂatc about 1800 hru.]'~;

“at gt uC mct at OPPBLN stntlon aoout a nllu IPOH tlhe -f
tlckets Wwero bought by Spre BIMIONSS. who speaks dome_Gernan.' )
wcro roqumred, none being necéssary. for' Journeys under 100 kms.
had third-class tickets- to Rumlrsl by Porscncnzug. T radl
Cleft atb 1?05 hrs., Was crcwdcﬂ and we, hao to stana
Thero Was no control on ﬁhc Journqy S e

=aouszafoy

ho aﬂrrved at BﬁggLfU,a%9193O hru., anﬂ vot“tlckets for;BERLIN,
thls tlne pro@uclng our identity papers.- Thu‘boohlng wag again, done
by apr. Iﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂs. The fbrain: Left ab 2215 hrs. T was crowaed,uand WG
had to stand iIn thc corrldor for part of the Journqy, but hgd nc olfflculty
w;th any offlClals. " : : . Mk .

NS S Instoad oft’ g01nr throuuh to i ch1051SChcr Bdhhhbf'thc"ﬁra;nw_-'
CBEREIN. o stop:pt,c'l. at tho Ostkrous Bahinhiof in BERLIN aad we changed into ‘a Local: .
ST T hpain $0 tho Schlesischoer. Bahohofy - From thore we went $o the Stadtbahn. . |

to the Frlcdrldhutru590$ and then by undéerground to tho thttlner Bahnhofs -
S e e Hexe we bocked for STRTTIN; again producing identity paperss Ouar traln,
.21 Deca | o Duzug, was due to leave at 2315 hrs, buat did rdet leave till about
R 0015 hrs. (21 Dcc). The ticket collector on the train asked for our
papcrs but aid not questlon then. -

v6/€LE OM

STELTIN, © We arrived in STROTIN about 1420 hrs. - Ve left the platform by

an overhead bridge, where the control was less strict than at Hhe main
exit, ¥e had boen advised in the cawp to loave by this bridge.

Our total travelling time had becn 15- Jhours, plus four heurs waiting
rat various top ; :

331440 AW0JI3Y

From the stauion we. vialked aloniz the yUfer Rollwerk (Pharusiplen
of gTIrTIiN F 9), andl at the Hansa Br&ckc (G 8) we met = Frenchman in
P/W unitorm. SI'MONS esked hin whero the FPrench gtalag was, and he )
told us to go to the Finow veg (K 11). We fook a Noe 1 tran bound for
the Plughafen and got off noar the Pinow ijegs . ifc saw a Gernen. guard
on duby at thc anc;. and ’sur’na,d back, ; ' ' . . .

NOISS [WYId LNOHL tM ATIYD tHAVUDOLOHd GIIN0084IY 38 OL LON - LHD I13AJOD

. Wg roturncd to the Ufer Bollwerk by tram. Qur papers had becn
. passed so of'ten that we felt caough confidenée in them to go to a hotcl.
Ve went to o boarding house called the Hotel Suhr, midway botween the . - ;
‘Hanga Bricke and the RBaum Britcke. lherc were several Cerman soldiers uhajlu{
in this beoarding house. ife sald we were Belgian worlkors who had to :
report in the morning to the irbeitsamt and wanted a room for the nirlhit.
‘We hed te show our passes, which the proprietress cqplec into her )
reglster and roturncd them to us the following day. e got one single
and oné double room, and the proprictress soild next morning that if vie
wished we could book the rooms for four o fxvc doys. Wwe. booled the
rooms till 26 Dec. =W '

we now went rounﬂ the docks and travelled on trans trying to pick .
up Swedish seamcn.  We evcntuql?« net a aumber of Swedes in a brothel
»un cxcluumvely for forcigners in the Klein Oderstrassc near our hotel.
: L . In the Bahnstrassc nearby -theve 1s also 2 small cafc - it has no name -~
.. 22 Deec 43, near the Mexico Cafe which is mueh 1roqucnted by Swedish sailors. e,
- yeeting with met five or six Swedes in the brothel, all from one vesgel., They
. Bwodes. spoke Buglish and we told then we wore Tnglish and asked them to take
s : us to SWEDEN. - They agreed 1nmcd1ately. ThlS was on 22 Doc. '

Oon the nin tht of 25 Dec we wel the uallurs aLalﬁ in. tho broth@l :
by arranvcnent, anc they took ‘ns. w1th thcm that nlfht ‘o thalr shlp,,whlch”
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_---;pa’ce 'after 2200 hrs. ;nu' we. en
et ok __nt on ahes ;

waél:l.sh port. Of_.O}G“LOSUNDrO -2 .J‘an_

us 60 ‘make: a noise i

' *2 Fan lrlr i on2Fan: 3
. Lended. at’ " . to tho. chc'la.sl':."'authcar:.ta.es who treatea us vcry-wall
o oxsrdsm o to '%TOOICHOI..M ol det 5 gl el e U
‘._-(dxmnmr) C . i EiE L

dép'ﬁdﬁed: © . st SPHAKLY, (G \_:jTu), 1 Juun ,‘_!_1
Date'of Birthy - - 22 Jun 11;.. A
- Army gervices ... 3ince 25 Scp 39.‘-'
Peacebime Profession: il chomiste -
Privath jsddress; 250 Broadviay,
S : © WEAURKDT,
j‘;lﬂ{tland,
New Zealand.

Spr. ST,

Capbured: - Nr, DUNKIRR, 30 May 40.
Data of Births . 9 Dec 18.
. Army Service; - . Sinee 26 Apr 39 (T.ia)e
- Peacebtime Bofession: Lorry driver.
Private Address; 151 R ectory Corner,
e e o THEALF »
e, Neading,
Berks e

Phei simmﬁoon s

sfra.xm (cnmu), 4 Jun’ m. .
-:B:mce '15 Sap- 3%

Pancl boeater,

- 206 Parl: Roa@,

W.STINGS,
Hawkes Doy,

Neow Zealanda. .

-
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