o Hers we are again, still going strong end as fit ag ever » well
almosﬁay It Ls about 7 weeks since I lost posted you n letters. thas
I have written 3 or 4 but couldn't post them and f&nagxy“ﬁﬁﬂ“hz
~ thes plut atout 9 others that ware rondy %o bBe sewt om thelr w
g«ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ'#%Qggﬁﬁ“ﬂﬁﬁg5*%”?**ﬂfﬁﬁkh”*Vﬁy"Pﬂ0$"aaﬁ at ths same time lirs Zaidan
T sent A elvil geble to the iater. I dan't knew which one nill arrive firgt
. but I hope they got 0 Nele FeDe’e B8 the “atar is bound to be warrying .
a8 I belleve I wns posted as missing. It is hard to know where %o agisy
on our Graek edventure; perhaps 1 had better give you an outline of it
ell and then go more into details in later letters. ‘ :
AN ' . , . . s
“ Ve arrived in Ureece adout 2 months ogo and apent 2 days at
Athens AseLe.e The place is not vary Big tut is full of inteiest, wine
and good tesre Here we begmn our Northmard Trak end pessed through
every type of country imaginable. For hours we would be eliating stéep
ranges, thon we would suddenly plunge finto deep gorges whers the road
would Be hus.ing a oliff on one sidd while on the other there would be,
a atraischt drop of & thousand feet or mers. Then we vould trnvel eaeross
~ plains for hours until anosher huge, anowecnpped range would seem to bay
our progress until we eliated the ﬁ&g-aag rosd to the asuaaite After a
fow deys we arrived at n positian tedneen Ulyapus end .inlonihm. If
you've ot a map handy Shis lstter say Re more interesting to you. From
there, we watched Salonika Eelng destroyed and seaw the lun advenecing
- towards uas until he awun: right towards Albtenia, ior e fev days we
didn't know whsre he was and finally had %o evocunts our earefully dug
positions aa we were in danger of haina eut off., Uur retrent was by

way of the Olympus Pres and it wes in the ‘ass that ne spent a few daye
in the snow,

o awin% io various reasons we had to caniinua nithdraning until we
came %0 & point near Larissa where we deteruined to atop and delay the
Hun advance ma long ns possidle,

_ e christensd our gune with a few renging shots about 8e30 pems

on April 17the A 1ittle nhile later they opened up in enrneat and the
- Engtery gnave Fritz nn idea of what voluntery troeps eean do. Our first
shoto- demolished & bridge wmd=ll night long the guna tooued and the
ground shooks I hnd nuite = godlh sléep and in the uorming opemed up-
fadiggfoamunications The day wem interesting as ] knew everything that

was gWPAg ons  During the garlqﬂﬁ betwoen wmessnges I wrote you a letter
a8 there was nothing else to dbs Gerald’s medium mortar fire was very
agourate and the blasts shook She truck me they exploded muong the trees.
i was watehing one falirly tiy tree when & shell turst near 1% and stripped
it of leaves and swall branches in o tuinkling.

| , Later in the day the truck wms used a o & iobile Observation Fost
Mpd we watohed Hun tenks and infantry sdvencing and saw our shells
ploding and pleying iierry Hell (Fardon?) with them. It is rather
‘:tﬁfﬂlﬁiﬂﬁé to know shat our infantry nara Wamiting ae thoy Clread od
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-@bhePe - When we neered 1t we had to make & sudden about turn as Gerald's

‘manhandling the truck over rocks, streams and mud, we found oursslves on L

(2)

Jerald = it was such a slaughter that no one could help it. Before the
tanks appeared, the Huns were retiring in some confusion but nobody can
stand before an armoured tank so our troops retired in good order. All
this time the Hun Air Force were playing havoc in our rear and 1 sew scme
bomb eraters thet would hold a house, Ve were on a hlllside for a while
end watched about 30 Stuke dive boambers in action. The wings are fitted
with screamers and the sound 1s not too comforting - not at all, any, none

etc,.

A
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At dusk we began falling back to . cnte troop cevering the

numeflcal asuperiority plus his huge tanks had allowed him to oceoupy its =
We sneelted away during the darkness = ne moon, praise Allah « and affer

2 road as dawn broke. There we were, well and truly lost, six of use:
For a while we stuck to the road but being machine-gunned from the air

is no joke and we tried to cross some marshland and reach the road south.
At about $O a.m. we were hopelessly bogged so we hid among the reeds, had
the biggest meal we could hold and then set off on foot after smashing -
ell radio equipment and then setting everything on fire with about 12
gallens of petrol to feed the flames. ‘ | ‘ ’

For nearly all day we travelled round the Lake while Jerry planes
searched for us and machine~gunned everyone they saw. As we moved along
we could see Junkers landing in & drome about a mile away and air borne
troops alighting. On our left a Greek shepherd signalled to them «

‘iﬁl&"anﬁthsf 5%h Columnist. I wanted to shoot him but we decided against

t as it may have given our position away. During the next afterncon we
arrived at Voloe and there learned that the Army was miles away so we had
to trudge on at nightfall. Friendly Greeks gave us food and rowed us to
an island on the Volos Harbour. e walked across it, got another boat
Lo the next island and so on across 3 islands. Finally we got a geow to
Kalkeesh which is at the bottom of the long 1sland on the Faat Coast of
Greeges Ve arrived there at 6 a,m. on the 23rd and no sooner were we
ashere than 27 fighters came over and machine~-gunned us for 45 minutes,
We took shelter under a railway turnteble then rowed across the Harbour
to & N.A.A.Fels dump and ate and ete and ate. At night we bBoarded a-
train and during the next night came to a point on the liorea Feninsular
sest of Athens. We saw 27 planes machine~gun civilians on our Journey
"Good Germans fighting for the Fatherland". The next night was spent on
the beach as deatroyers took troops off. Ve missed by about 50 and went
to bed akout 5 a.m.. The next 2 nights were the same. All day we hid
under olive trees and watched the bombers and ME's at worke.

¥Yie woke at 9.30 one morning to find everyone running to the beach.
On enquiring, we found Jerry armoured cars were 300 yards away so set

off in the approvedlarmy menner. Eleven of us got into a 14 foot dinghy .

and rowed 1ike mad. We kept at the oars for 36 hours and during that
time had 2 spoonfuls of meat and vegetatle ration each. iiere we hungry?
Finally we came %o a village and saw o boat with anéngine. our ldea was
to ateal it and make for Egypt but we went into the village firsi W sry
and get some food. They had very little but we mansged to buy some «nd
ate it in a pig-sty. Jerry planes were overhead and we held our breath
a8 they inspected our boat. They must have decided 1% wasn't worth
begting and went away. In the village we met a2 fow English Offieers and




. Sroops who had Just bBought the boat for L649v0.. A% dusk we set off
and Sravelling by night and hiding ashore during the day we travelled
Southe Our motor broke down several times bdut we finally set seil for
Crete, At dawn we were 2 miles from Crete when the motor broke down ,
againe The Seas were high, the wind was off the land and we were blog 3
back 30 wiles to sntleKythera, If you ever want a barren place, go there,
4% 38 81l rocks and nothing elees,  We were weak from hunger but two of us:
‘s6t off on aP-uwile $rip to ¥he village there, That trip took us 2 hours
- as we had %0 atop and rest every few hundred yemda.  #hen we did gev *
~ there they had no foed 2% alle - — ° S i

: A fisherman took pity on ue and rowed us back and we slept all
_»daye In She morning we had » 11ttle bit of boiled goat out got some
wore later in the day., That night we got a bigger boat and set off
tarkﬁnghﬁég*g; On our arrival there ve ate for about U hourae -2s the
food ums cooked we slept and ate it as soon as it arrived., After a few
- days wo aet snil in convoy for Fgypt and arrived at cenp a% 2
- 4n the mornings A%t 2 g.m. the saae da¥'1 nan at Zaldl at a garden
- party and enjoying myself iuuensely. hatta the end of our &rip. Yhen
-1 }eanded in Zgypt & possessed 1 Pr Shorts, 1 Shirt, 1} torn Gne %&dﬁ§+4§' ,
. eontaining my rezor, 100 cligarettes, my photos of you and thatts all,
Tysrything elss went up in smokes I have handkerchiefs, rug, photo
elbum and 2 few souvenirs that ! had left in “gypts So we start life anew,

- Fifth Coluan aetivity in Greece wes very atrong. Cverywhsre we
went irds. drovs thelr flockp near ua“ao»Quoawaairapaiﬁwse;Xéétt-«»e~~uw
ettradted, arrovs were ploughed in the ground pointing to passss elca,
¢ircles were ploughed near our guns, fires were 11t near us at night,
troops were amachinesgunned froam private houses and the Huns were led
ghrough 11%%)e known passes. Ue could trust no one., On the other hand i
some Greeks troated us marvellouslys 2t times they refused money for food
even though they had none left for themeselves. They gave us wines when

7o were exhausted and gulded ue when poseibles Tven after the Gormans
issusd an order saying that all who helpsd British troops would bte shot

some of them helped us Just the seme, A% one villege some Urecke fed us
and gave us wine and ot the same %ipe others helped themselves to our

gear and stole one of my boots and 1 had to travel for 2 days uaing a

plece of wood as a baot,

The Germans were unnsgessarily oruels They machineegunned
women and ehildren, deliderately machineegunned a horse and 50 on. 1 had
the unernny experisnecs of watehing a tenk fire a 2 pound shell &t a group |
of us+ It was & tracsr and we. could sse the flaah as it was fired nnd :
watch it come towards use Ve dived flat end it whistied overhead. The
Hun artillery opened up on us at one time but they couldn't gat the range
right and their shells explodsd tebind us. Our guns got to work and ;
efter atout 10 sinutes fire they were silenced for She dey (and ever 1 hope)

. Next Sunday I'm going down to Headl agaipn to lunch with lirs
Zatdans sister, GShe's very fat abd o bit shy at T4t byt very n&d%
when you know hers Her husbend epont a few years in Aasrics and is e

~ real Yenk as far as spéech is concerneds On Sunday atght I'11 be gol
tg Ferkins for dinner so I've got quite a Bit 'to keep the Tuluowre brigh
for a fen deys et least, iy pay boek shows about & fiver credit even
though I've spent e bit in the last couple of days as I had to buy
tollet geer etc..
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AL Sor tll,m{ plans for a “wet® birthday I spent 1t in Anti-Kythera,
fe are getting 7 days leave in rotation so I'm going to try and build
up my eredit if I can. ' o _ . ;

e I haven't "’?332?““ ha left Igypt with the Coneert Farty

abous the time I left : » I Know whers he fs and he's quite Qske .
“hen 1 rang sowe peaplé In UARdi, Just after I got back, they told se
i1 was deed and as far as I know, I think Tou wae told the smms steorys
I'11 write to hiae toeday and let him knew, 45 HUIlis doesn't seen
S ba, arousd anywhars Lo Hesdf 80 mey still Ue inm hospital, Frank Bee

e 8- peotelbly With hia. I don't think they Yeft Egypt s will see then

' Sometlues  Two of your latters arrived whilc I s2: in Greecs but ;
that 1s all. 1 bellsve some mail was destreyed and other letters are
on the way here so ]'11 te getting some soon hope,. , %

1 we get paid toedey I'B post you a souvenir from Greece. i
I've had 1t & couple of weeks now but haven't been able to post &8 o i
1% fook three of us to choose it so I hope you 1ike it. If you don's,
ive it to someons you don't like. Saw "Gone with the “ind® yesterday
-4n Calro and enjoyed 1t grsatly. After the pletures we went to
"LtAmerieaine” and had one “Ali Baba®, one S¢rawberry Sundas end one
“Josephine Baker®, Then we wendered to the Rursael, hed sowme Gin
Glings and so on around the city, We got home quite soder but it wes
& go0od day es we oalled at the familiar places and met old friends again.

s Thity fer-me_te,ge-eni 1410 huve 80 Glosls UM yhs. That
" %HF WIth She Flsh-arrived U.K.  Couldntt make sut what the *baby”
vas at first. Jolly good snap toes I'll write again early Bext
vieek 1f I get the time, , s
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