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Athol Shearer

1939 - Joined the army, Canterbury yomnoney Cavalry (cvc). | spent
1 year 196 day s in New Zealand then was drafted overseas and
spent 3 years in Egypt and Italy until the 28™ March 1946. | left
Wellington on the ‘Dominion Monarch’ January 1941 was the 9t
reinforcement for the 26™ infantry battalion. Landed in Tufick on the
southern end of the Suez Canal, then went into camp at Uena, the
foot of the pyramids. The war was coming to an end in Egypt as
Romel was being chased out on Tripoli. | was given a job of driver for
Colonel Brooke in the intelligence section, we interrogated prisoners
at the Citadel and various POW camps around Cairo. | was billeted at
GHQ and | missed the lads at Uena. Soon Hugh claimed me and | was
posted to the 21t Mechanical equipment company COY, up in Serene
and Trobruk in Libba. | spent nine months with the engineers making
air fields ready for the invasion of Sicily. | was in headquarters
looking after a thousand uneducated West African natives, they were
a work coup and could speak little English. One told me he had 50 in
Egyptian money back home and when he got there he could buy
seven wives. When the invasion of Sicily finally came it was a
marvellous sightseeing all the different aeroplanes taking off in sixes
all heading for Italy, to then go and land at Gibraltar. When Naples
fell I was in convoy of 150 ships that landed in the harbour under a
smoke screen. It took four days to get to Barri and we set up camp
there. By this time we had formed a tank transport company. | was
given a 5 tonne Dodge with a canopy to drive. | had George Jones as
a company driver, we would work 24 Hours and day while on the
move and sometimes would only move 5 miles an hour as there was
so much traffic Mules, ammo, petrol, food stuff and bread, even
German prisoners and injured as a back load. When the first, second
and third Echelon went home, | was drafted into the supply company
to cart hot bread straight from the field bakery to the supply point to
be distributed.



When we had a break | played rugby to the Army service Corp, our
team won the Fryberg Cup one year.

| was lucky after the war was over to get a six week trip over the
England and Scotland, | had a great time but had to return to Italy.
After the Americans left Italy a group of us went for the drive in their
jeeps around Austria for about a month, until it was time to go
home.

My Mother died on the 13t of December, the day | left Barri to come
home, | didn’t know until | landed in Lyttelton- So much for the war!
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